
Good Saturday Morning. At the conclusion of this message you will find the Federal Advocacy & Public Policy
Update for November 21, 2020. Please let me know if you have any questions.

Have a good weekend!

Best,

J.T.

Federal Advocacy & Public Policy Update
November 21, 2020

Congressional Update 

Congress Goes on Recess as Funding Deadline Looms

Current funding for the federal government, including funding for K-12 education programs, is set to expire on
December 11. Although the House under Democrat majority leadership has passed the necessary legislation to
fund governmental operations beyond this date, the Senate under Republican majority leadership has so far failed
to pass comparable legislation this year. Despite this impending deadline, Senators have recessed until November
30 and the House is expected to follow suit soon. When they return, lawmakers will have eight legislative days to
find agreement on this critical issue to avoid a government shutdown. Both Speaker Pelosi (D-CA) and Senate
Majority Leader McConnell (R-KY) have publicly committed to a full-year spending agreement, as opposed to
another temporary stopgap measure, but are still working to find consensus on top-line spending levels ahead of
December 11. Once agreement on an overall amount is reached, Congress must then negotiate program-level
details. This will ultimately determine how much funding various federal programs, such as those for K-12
education, will receive for the current 2021 federal fiscal year which began on October 1 of this year.

As these efforts continue, the United States has reached a grim milestone—more than a quarter of a million
Americans have now died from the coronavirus pandemic. With daily cases spiking in nearly every state, pressure
is mounting yet again on Congress to respond and pass additional relief measures for those effected. This week,
NSBA was joined by other national organizations calling on Congress to act and provide much needed emergency
funding relief for the K-12 community. Although both sides have so far been unwilling and unable to compromise on
the total amount for a pandemic relief package—Democrats favor one totaling around $2 trillion while Republicans
support about $500 billion—Congressional leaders are at least acknowledging the urgency of this issue once again
and have reportedly restarted negotiations on a pandemic relief package in hopes of finding agreement.

If successful, pandemic aid could potentially be included in a larger year-end agreement resolving these funding
impasses. However, much remains unclear about the path forward as President Trump has refused to concede the
Presidential election and his administration has been largely absent from these recent discussions.

In related news, NSBA also signed two important coalition letters this week. NSBA joined more than 40 other
organizations in sending a letter to reiterate the call for Congress to provide $12 billion for funding for the E-Rate
program to help close the Homework Gap in any COVID relief bill that is considered.  That letter has received

https://www.nsba.org/-/media/NSBA/File/ed-groups-joint-press-release-nov-16-2020.pdf?la=en&hash=9B23D6A85E0F33EF548A9E3CE0243E25EABAFE07
https://www.politico.com/news/2020/11/19/coronavirus-relief-package-schumer-438416
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Felink.clickdimensions.com%2Fc%2F6%2F%3FT%3DODYwNzUxMDM%253AMDItYjIwMzI1LTFhYzMwNjNjOGQ2MzQ2Yzc4NzQ5ZjUyM2JlYjM2YTdm%253AY3NsYXZlbkBuc2JhLm9yZw%253AY29udGFjdC1kYWYxZTZhZDBkMTg0NjE5YTI0ZDA1Yjc4ZGVmOTMxYy0zZjI5MjA5YjA3Mjc0NzRiODVjZjBkMWY2Y2EwM2M1Yw%253AZmFsc2U%253AMTE%253A%253AaHR0cHM6Ly9maWxlLXVzLmNsaWNrZGltZW5zaW9ucy5jb20vbnNiYW9yZy1hdTB6ay9maWxlcy9ob21ld29ya2dhcGxldHRlci5wZGY_bT0xMS8yMC8yMDIwJTIwNjo1NToyMCUyMFBNJl9jbGRlZT1ZM05zWVhabGJrQnVjMkpoTG05eVp3JTNkJTNkJnJlY2lwaWVudGlkPWNvbnRhY3QtZGFmMWU2YWQwZDE4NDYxOWEyNGQwNWI3OGRlZjkzMWMtM2YyOTIwOWIwNzI3NDc0Yjg1Y2YwZDFmNmNhMDNjNWMmZXNpZD0xNTZkZmUyNS03YjJiLWViMTEtOWM0YS0wMDE1NWQwMDc5OGM%26K%3DFP-WwSMIUavT3lloO8H7ow&data=04%7C01%7Ccslaven%40nsba.org%7C6d5df6d8f1f84550432b08d88da3f0c1%7C00932d080ddd44afb700c3c0549e4e68%7C0%7C0%7C637415082543764343%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=epBao3XjifCz%2B1uxdaUnHwyGmu8bzhVVyR7k4IcBMIg%3D&reserved=0


national press attention. Additionally, NSBA also joined several national education organizations in signing a letter
to Congressional appropriators to fund Title II-A (Supporting Effective Instruction State Grants Program) at $2.1
billion when considering funding bills for FY2021.  This important measure would assist teachers and other
educators. 

Congressional Leadership Races

Last week, the Senate re-elected current Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell (R-KY) and Minority Leader
Chuck Schumer (D-NY) to lead their respective caucuses in the upcoming 117th Congress. On Wednesday,
November 18, House Democrats and Republicans largely followed suit re-electing or renominating most of their
current leadership teams. Minority Leader McCarthy (R-CA) was re-elected by the House Republican caucus, while
Minority Whip Scalise (R-LA) and Conference Chair Cheney (R-WY) were both re-elected to their current roles for
the House Republican Caucus.

On the Democratic side of the aisle, House Majority Leader Hoyer (D-MD) and House Majority Whip Clyburn (D-SC)
will remain in the number two and three leadership slots respectively. Speaker Pelosi (D-CA) was renominated to
be Speaker once again pending a full vote by the House early next year. This vote will be crucial as Democrats’
majority has been reduced as a result of the most recent November elections. House Democrats are expected to
have a 222-223 majority in the next Congress, meaning that they will only have a four-to-five seat majority
beginning next year.

Sen. Booker Introduces Education Jobs Bill

On Wednesday, November 18, Senator Cory Booker (D-NJ) introduced legislation that would provide $260 billion to
help students and school professionals grapple with the ongoing pandemic. Modeled off of similar legislation
introduced during the last Great Recession, the bill would create an “educator jobs fund” to provide financial support
to states and school districts to help keep teachers, school leaders, and other school-based professionals as the
pandemic continues and budgets are potentially cut in response. The bill, titled “The Educator Jobs Fund Act of
2020” also proposes significant funding to help schools defray the cost of purchasing Personal Protective
Equipment (PPE) among other efforts. Additional information on the bill can be found here and the text of the
proposal will be available here soon.

New Legislation

H.R.8776 To direct the Secretary of Labor to make grants to eligible applicants to provide stipends to individuals
enrolled in a pre-apprenticeship program, and for other purposes. Sponsor: Rep. Smith, Adam [D-WA-9]

H.R.8294 National Apprenticeship Act of 2020 Sponsor: Rep. Davis, Susan A. [D-CA-53]

S.4917 A bill to amend the CARES Act to support States and local educational agencies in responding to the
COVID-19 pandemic so that all students, especially historically underserved students, are provided with a safe,
healthy, equitable, and excellent education. Sponsor: Sen. Booker, Cory A. [D-NJ]

J.T. Kessler
Government Relations Specialist
Virginia School Boards Association
200 Hansen Road, Suite 2
Charlott esville, VA 22911
800-446-8722 or 434-295-8722 Office
434-295-8785 Fax
jason@vsba.org, www.vsba.org

https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Felink.clickdimensions.com%2Fc%2F6%2F%3FT%3DODYwNzUxMDM%253AMDItYjIwMzI1LTFhYzMwNjNjOGQ2MzQ2Yzc4NzQ5ZjUyM2JlYjM2YTdm%253AY3NsYXZlbkBuc2JhLm9yZw%253AY29udGFjdC1kYWYxZTZhZDBkMTg0NjE5YTI0ZDA1Yjc4ZGVmOTMxYy0zZjI5MjA5YjA3Mjc0NzRiODVjZjBkMWY2Y2EwM2M1Yw%253AZmFsc2U%253AMTA%253A%253AaHR0cHM6Ly9maWxlLXVzLmNsaWNrZGltZW5zaW9ucy5jb20vbnNiYW9yZy1hdTB6ay9maWxlcy90aXRsZWlpbGV0dGVyLnBkZj9tPTExLzIwLzIwMjAlMjA2OjU0OjUyJTIwUE0mX2NsZGVlPVkzTnNZWFpsYmtCdWMySmhMbTl5WnclM2QlM2QmcmVjaXBpZW50aWQ9Y29udGFjdC1kYWYxZTZhZDBkMTg0NjE5YTI0ZDA1Yjc4ZGVmOTMxYy0zZjI5MjA5YjA3Mjc0NzRiODVjZjBkMWY2Y2EwM2M1YyZlc2lkPTE1NmRmZTI1LTdiMmItZWIxMS05YzRhLTAwMTU1ZDAwNzk4Yw%26K%3DcuEtVRNiFfANW9uTvEFD3w&data=04%7C01%7Ccslaven%40nsba.org%7C6d5df6d8f1f84550432b08d88da3f0c1%7C00932d080ddd44afb700c3c0549e4e68%7C0%7C0%7C637415082543764343%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=c3XCRV6z0JYzoriDWyh5ogTMmO89Q0fLz0kSEROwCrs%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Felink.clickdimensions.com%2Fc%2F6%2F%3FT%3DODYwNzUxMDM%253AMDItYjIwMzI1LTFhYzMwNjNjOGQ2MzQ2Yzc4NzQ5ZjUyM2JlYjM2YTdm%253AY3NsYXZlbkBuc2JhLm9yZw%253AY29udGFjdC1kYWYxZTZhZDBkMTg0NjE5YTI0ZDA1Yjc4ZGVmOTMxYy0zZjI5MjA5YjA3Mjc0NzRiODVjZjBkMWY2Y2EwM2M1Yw%253AZmFsc2U%253AMTA%253A%253AaHR0cHM6Ly9maWxlLXVzLmNsaWNrZGltZW5zaW9ucy5jb20vbnNiYW9yZy1hdTB6ay9maWxlcy90aXRsZWlpbGV0dGVyLnBkZj9tPTExLzIwLzIwMjAlMjA2OjU0OjUyJTIwUE0mX2NsZGVlPVkzTnNZWFpsYmtCdWMySmhMbTl5WnclM2QlM2QmcmVjaXBpZW50aWQ9Y29udGFjdC1kYWYxZTZhZDBkMTg0NjE5YTI0ZDA1Yjc4ZGVmOTMxYy0zZjI5MjA5YjA3Mjc0NzRiODVjZjBkMWY2Y2EwM2M1YyZlc2lkPTE1NmRmZTI1LTdiMmItZWIxMS05YzRhLTAwMTU1ZDAwNzk4Yw%26K%3DcuEtVRNiFfANW9uTvEFD3w&data=04%7C01%7Ccslaven%40nsba.org%7C6d5df6d8f1f84550432b08d88da3f0c1%7C00932d080ddd44afb700c3c0549e4e68%7C0%7C0%7C637415082543764343%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=c3XCRV6z0JYzoriDWyh5ogTMmO89Q0fLz0kSEROwCrs%3D&reserved=0
https://www.booker.senate.gov/news/press/senator-booker-proposes-260-billion-fund-to-re-hire-and-keep-educators-employed-boost-schools-response-to-covid-19-and-serve-students
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/4917/text?r=2&s=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/8776?s=3&r=1
https://www.congress.gov/member/adam-smith/S000510
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/8294?s=3&r=5
https://www.congress.gov/member/susan-davis/D000598
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/4917?s=5&r=8
https://www.congress.gov/member/cory-booker/B001288

	Local Disk
	embrAMS - Email History




