
Good Saturday Morning. At the conclusion of this message is the Federal Advocacy and Public Policy Update for 
the week ending February 20, 2021. 

In addition to this federal report, be sure to check out the VSBA Legislative Update Blog and monitor VSBA on 
Facebook and Twitter daily for real time information from the VSBA Government Relations team on happenings in 
both Washington, D.C., and Virginia state government.

Thank you for all you do on behalf of public education in the Commonwealth! 

Have a safe weekend!

Best,

J.T.

Federal Advocacy & Public Policy Update
February 20, 2021

Congressional Update

House Moves Forward with Pandemic Relief/NSBA Sends Letter to Budget Committee 

Late last week, several House committees finalized their respective pieces of a $1.9 trillion pandemic relief package 
modeled on President Biden’s American Rescue Plan. These efforts are part of a wider “budget reconciliation” 
process that allows lawmakers to advance legislation with simple majorities in both legislative chambers. As part of 
this effort and in addition to the $130 billion in proposed emergency aid for the K-12 community finalized last week, 
the House Energy and Commerce Committee approved a measure that would provide $7.6 billion in funding to the 
E-rate program. The bill also would direct the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) to develop rules 
allowing schools and libraries to use a portion of these funds to purchase connectivity equipment. Late Friday, 
February 12, the House Oversight Committee approved their component of the forthcoming reconciliation package 
which aims to provide nearly $350 billion in aid for State, Local, and Tribal governments—a proposal that, if passed, 
would likely positively impact state K-12 education budgets as well.

In total, House committees of jurisdiction have now cleared nine separate legislative components that constitute 
President Biden’s American Rescue Plan. Having now assembled them into a single package, the House Budget 
Committee will hold a virtual markup on Monday, February 22, to formally consider this legislation. The measure is 
expected to pass and advance for consideration on the House floor following this markup and related vote next 
week.  The House Education and Labor Committee released a preliminary estimate of a state-by-state breakdown 
of the education funding in the proposed bill. 

Today, in anticipation of the markup of the legislation on Monday, NSBA sent a letter to the U.S. House Budget 
Committee in support of several measures that will help students, schools, and their communities in the COVID-19 
recovery package. Specifically, NSBA noted the legislation would provide targeted assistance for secure, healthy 
learning environments, including resources to help mitigate loss of learning, services for social and emotional 
needs, and broadband connectivity for students impacted by the digital divide as well as provide supports for school 
districts and other public sector employers for COVID-related emergency employee leave and additional supports 
for our most vulnerable students to address equity in education. 

https://u3352875.ct.sendgrid.net/ss/c/T0Pb4PE09Sbp8WJ1GuOirOTfC7FXxOcBf-ZOVYZom-EJfXwjQxB3a3KnLPJkw7KZYUwVSbCq_KP_LZwZPeQFdg/39e/YWZ-bk8HQHK4PeF8ifvGLQ/h0/LWwNZj6nmcBdWEYYfD857tYQGnfVVhxq2bbjwNlQKz0
https://u3352875.ct.sendgrid.net/ss/c/qiFDLNv_nH48tAE0aRgYb--63_0QyyIga32TIgZXrDaSpnLETr6GbXoWWyV9QbYeEedvDiVcD95gBPtx8XEmA_0vdAmtO5DSp21C9psdREs/39e/YWZ-bk8HQHK4PeF8ifvGLQ/h1/bi-VgsD3ta-KhJvZZAGTSG0BI0NwG--s2aQNa5cEAIg
https://u3352875.ct.sendgrid.net/ss/c/V9EADvwPp0LSrZwtauN85FnDYdZh4IIC_LKv5boExs0hjIpZT-huR3aD6J32KWF5/39e/YWZ-bk8HQHK4PeF8ifvGLQ/h2/W6XDm1L7mXKbgecpmYcL-XK04rLrmcGelROP9yxbqcs
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/legislation/2021/01/20/president-biden-announces-american-rescue-plan/
https://edlabor.house.gov/imo/media/doc/ANS_CommitteePrint(ReconciliationDirectives).pdf
https://energycommerce.house.gov/sites/democrats.energycommerce.house.gov/files/documents/Subtitle%20D_Other%20Provisions_FINAL.pdf
https://docs.house.gov/meetings/GO/GO00/20210212/111197/BILLS-117-Reconciliation-M000087-Amdt-1.pdf
https://budget.house.gov/legislation/hearings/markup-american-rescue-plan-act-2021
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Felink.clickdimensions.com%2Fc%2F6%2F%3FT%3DODYwNzUxMDM%253AMDItYjIxMDUwLTIwZjQ0ZDlkZDFmOTRiNThhNDQ1NWNkYTc3Y2UzZWFj%253AY3NsYXZlbkBuc2JhLm9yZw%253AY29udGFjdC1kYWYxZTZhZDBkMTg0NjE5YTI0ZDA1Yjc4ZGVmOTMxYy1lM2VjOGM0ZTc0NmY0Y2QyYjQ5YjllMmEwMjg1ZmNiYg%253AZmFsc2U%253ANQ%253A%253AaHR0cHM6Ly9lZGxhYm9yLmhvdXNlLmdvdi9pbW8vbWVkaWEvZG9jLzIwMjEtMDItMTclMjBBUlAlMjBGdW5kaW5nJTIwRmFjdCUyMFNoZWV0JTIwYW5kJTIwVGFibGUxLnBkZj9fY2xkZWU9WTNOc1lYWmxia0J1YzJKaExtOXladyUzZCUzZCZyZWNpcGllbnRpZD1jb250YWN0LWRhZjFlNmFkMGQxODQ2MTlhMjRkMDViNzhkZWY5MzFjLWUzZWM4YzRlNzQ2ZjRjZDJiNDliOWUyYTAyODVmY2JiJmVzaWQ9ZjI1NDZkOWMtZWQ3Mi1lYjExLTljNGYtMDAxNTVkMDA3OThj%26K%3DePYlIZjl8NHDWS2Q_liUMg&data=04%7C01%7Ccslaven%40nsba.org%7Ca0b387c5c0944304f81d08d8d5166f48%7C00932d080ddd44afb700c3c0549e4e68%7C0%7C0%7C637493639634977848%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=9dN7EmpK%2BQMzwntOGGx1%2FZ2pdo6NssLOO2XPKHoqROo%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Felink.clickdimensions.com%2Fc%2F6%2F%3FT%3DODYwNzUxMDM%253AMDItYjIxMDUwLTIwZjQ0ZDlkZDFmOTRiNThhNDQ1NWNkYTc3Y2UzZWFj%253AY3NsYXZlbkBuc2JhLm9yZw%253AY29udGFjdC1kYWYxZTZhZDBkMTg0NjE5YTI0ZDA1Yjc4ZGVmOTMxYy1lM2VjOGM0ZTc0NmY0Y2QyYjQ5YjllMmEwMjg1ZmNiYg%253AZmFsc2U%253ANg%253A%253AaHR0cHM6Ly9maWxlLXVzLmNsaWNrZGltZW5zaW9ucy5jb20vbnNiYW9yZy1hdTB6ay9maWxlcy9mZWRlcmFsZnkyMWJ1ZGdldHJlY29uY2lsaWF0aW9uY292aWRyZWNvdmVyeWxldHRlcjItMTgtMjEucGRmP209Mi8xOS8yMDIxJTIwODowMDo1NyUyMFBNJl9jbGRlZT1ZM05zWVhabGJrQnVjMkpoTG05eVp3JTNkJTNkJnJlY2lwaWVudGlkPWNvbnRhY3QtZGFmMWU2YWQwZDE4NDYxOWEyNGQwNWI3OGRlZjkzMWMtZTNlYzhjNGU3NDZmNGNkMmI0OWI5ZTJhMDI4NWZjYmImZXNpZD1mMjU0NmQ5Yy1lZDcyLWViMTEtOWM0Zi0wMDE1NWQwMDc5OGM%26K%3DfkXh9W74lsErP-zLVopIsw&data=04%7C01%7Ccslaven%40nsba.org%7Ca0b387c5c0944304f81d08d8d5166f48%7C00932d080ddd44afb700c3c0549e4e68%7C0%7C0%7C637493639634977848%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=ol%2FXNCDi0Dspr76E6lteL33yxJxTr6dMroCzSv6stdg%3D&reserved=0


Senate Appropriations Roster Announced

On Friday, February 12, Senate Appropriations Committee Chair Leahy (D-VT) and Vice Chair Shelby (R-AL) 
announced the rosters, including the respective chairs and ranking members, for each of the subcommittees that 
oversee various components of the federal budget, including education. Of note, Senator Murray (D-WA) will serve 
as Chairwoman, once again, for the Senate Labor-HHS-Education Appropriations Subcommittee—the panel 
overseeing all education spending in the Senate. Senator Blunt (R-MO) will serve as Ranking Member. More 
information can be found here.

Administration Update

CDC and USED Issue Updated School Reopening Guidance

As referenced in last week’s update, on Friday, February 12, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) 
released new guidance to help states, districts, and schools reopen safely for in-person instruction. Dubbed an
“operational strategy,” the CDC argues that “Evidence suggests that many K-12 schools that have strictly 
implemented mitigation strategies have been able to safely open for in-person instruction and remain open.” The 
new guidelines provide a series of recommendations organized around several “essential elements” including:

Consistent implementation of layered mitigation strategies to reduce transmission of SARS-CoV-2 in schools
Indicators of community transmission to reflect level of community risk
Phased mitigation and learning modes based on levels of community transmission
Testing to identify individuals with SARS-CoV-2 infection to limit transmission and outbreaks
 Vaccination for teachers and school staff, and in communities, as soon as supply allows

In addition, the U.S. Department of Education (USED) also released a handbook detailing strategies for safely
reopening K-12 schools. The document emphasizes safe practices for in-person learning and considerations for
extracurricular activities and transportation, among other elements, in determining how best to reopen a school.
While both guidance documents underscore the need to prioritize vaccinations for K-12 school professionals and
staff, the administration has stopped short of calling for widespread vaccinations prior to reopening schools—a
position echoed by Dr. Anthony Fauci this week.

FCC Comment Deadline Approaching

Final input from the public is due February 23 in response to a recent public notice from the Federal
Communications Commission (FCC) regarding the E-rate program. The notice is seeking input on potential
changes to the E-rate program that would broaden the allowable uses of E-rate funding to better support remote
learning during the pandemic. At present, E-rate funds cannot be used to support activities aimed at increasing
broadband access unless they are directly on a school or library campus. Earlier this month, NSBA and several
other organizations filed a petition calling on the agency to allow E-rate funds to be used “off campus” to more
effectively support remote learning during the ongoing pandemic. This petition led to the current request by the FCC
for public comments. If granted, this temporary rule change could help an estimated 16 million students who lack
internet connectivity at home connect to the internet and close the homework gap.

New Legislation

H.R.1054 To require the Secretary of Education to provide assistance to the immediate family of elementary or
secondary school staff members killed in an act of violence while performing school duties. Sponsor: Rep. Hastings,
Alcee L. [D-FL-20]
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https://www.appropriations.senate.gov/news/majority/leahy-shelby-announce-senate-appropriations-committee-subcommittee-rosters-and-leadership-for-the-117th-congress
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/operation-strategy.html
https://www2.ed.gov/documents/coronavirus/reopening.pdf?utm_content=&utm_medium=email&utm_name=&utm_source=govdelivery&utm_term=
https://www.politico.com/news/2021/02/17/fauci-vaccinate-teachers-school-reopening-469315
https://www.fcc.gov/document/fcc-seeks-comment-using-e-rate-funding-support-remote-learning
https://www.shlb.org/uploads/Policy/E-rate/SHLB%20et%20al.%20Remote%20Learnng%20Petition%201-26-21%20FINAL.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/house-bill/1054?s=4&r=3
https://www.congress.gov/member/alcee-hastings/H000324
https://www.congress.gov/member/alcee-hastings/H000324
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