
Good Saturday Morning. Early today, the United States House of Representatives passed the American Rescue 
Plan Act of 2021. A summary of this legislation can be found in the February 27, 2021 Federal Advocacy & Public 
Policy Update. This legislation will now move to the United States Senate for further debate and consideration.

In addition to this federal report, we our anticipating the 2021 session of the Virginia General Assembly to adjourn 
Sine Die on Monday. Be sure to check out the VSBA Legislative Update Blog and monitor VSBA on Facebook and 
Twitter daily for real time information from the VSBA Government Relations team on happenings in both 
Washington, D.C., and Virginia state government.

Thank you for all you do on behalf of public education in the Commonwealth! 

Have a safe weekend!

Best,

J.T.

Federal Advocacy & Public Policy Update
February 27, 2021

Congressional Update

House Moves Forward with Pandemic Relief

On Monday, February 22, the House Budget Committee passed the American Rescue Plan Act of 2021—legislation 
modeled off of President Biden’s recent $1.9 trillion proposal to respond to the ongoing pandemic. The committee 
advanced the bill along party lines (19-14) as part of the “budget reconciliation” process which allows lawmakers to 
pass legislation with simple majorities in both legislative chambers. If passed, the American Rescue Plan Act would 
provide nearly $130 billion in additional pandemic relief for the K-12 community via the Elementary and Secondary 
School Emergency Relief (ESSER) fund, $7.6 billion in funding to connect students to home broadband and 
devices, and nearly $350 billion in aid for State, Local, and Tribal governments.

Having cleared the House Budget Committee, the bill will now be considered by the full House Chamber where it 
passed early Saturday morning. Concurrent to this effort in the House, the Senate parliamentarian is currently 
examining various provisions contained in the legislation to ensure they meet the requirements of the budget 
reconciliation process in that chamber. While the K-12, broadband, and state and local governmental funding noted 
above is expected to be included in final legislation considered by the Senate sometime next week, provisions such 
as a proposed federal minimum wage increase contained in the bill will likely be stripped out of the final legislative 
package based on a ruling by the parliamentarian prior to Senators voting on the American Rescue Plan Act. This 
action would likely lower the overall cost of the plan.

House Republicans Request Information from CCSSO

On Thursday, February 25, the Ranking Member of the House Education and Labor Committee Rep. Virginia Foxx 
(R-NC), along with Rep. Burgess Owens (R-UT), sent a letter to the Council of Chief State School Officers
(CCSSO) requesting several pieces of information related to the reopening of K-12 schools. The letter encourages 
the organization to convene education chiefs to further collaborate and identify common challenges as states seek 
to re-open schools. As part of this effort, the letter requests information about school re-openings to date, how states 
have been working to reopen schools and communicating these plans, and how states are monitoring the use of 
pandemic relief funds as part of these efforts.

https://u3352875.ct.sendgrid.net/ss/c/BkKsGZ_G_Slye9gDXIj7CzwGGrlpez0oM0t1zMFPHEaSaJCekzUXVskYw7V-g-8zNschyu5-oNmWbCX0szZZfeaeqJnMZkLEX3QeWlc_L_BPig2EBSnlMIGSKCW8-xB5GBZyuEQ94JqM6Z_iv8BL9w5Lgv4_sMVLSFbqOB6mbWz78mcflYdPt_vJi2MVMGPre09zn5-yNYpO75k8SQmDvM-S3cjL4rzAiU8jAEkkqOX4Zj3dQAOk2FAQ1RVuJUdB8W3IZ_m3Gmh086hKvA-ysQ/39l/i2XZrE5WReK8VOws7UriRw/h0/q1DbK5L5CGvd3UZWI1dYm4LU__wVSaIUOv7TZ5yU1KU
https://u3352875.ct.sendgrid.net/ss/c/BkKsGZ_G_Slye9gDXIj7CzwGGrlpez0oM0t1zMFPHEZBCAwJqa4r-RAl-oOX6EnK__u0z-vEbixnScAdOcTsrMO2Q54THNRHiB6OdxbpJslFUQDsvbYGVHhUWDvtNNwVwibucAiLajPbP1zgL3hKKByHVfs3eC8yC1hcsx8d16g4CB1lqInxywoSOOZgrOy9iXRSWObIs2S1jxyIjt0RsOsp5jEjl4ldDt93SWbnSu9hdDKaWd8Ffq_yfwCWc4lsaY_Eap2jXL1V7_hPJyl4dR9tErsBN0TZV00c7H5sk6m2UduTRQL94tW_5Di-lNBl/39l/i2XZrE5WReK8VOws7UriRw/h1/jwwIqVyCgp6GZ0w9XLtJMSU43VAxd5bm5FgX4nfKgvw
https://u3352875.ct.sendgrid.net/ss/c/BkKsGZ_G_Slye9gDXIj7CzwGGrlpez0oM0t1zMFPHEaQykwFAbYNPWQq9ZrY93U5Q1bSgf8PdFY2Uo4TFqnajHwlABZhpkcJYJmiNscFIXdysCjy6aEu0KKTvwaCaJ2EUeCOJxXMpecZoyfgCrsKhmrIyNFTYgPi65URUfkxbsbyq01kXHzkop4tk6u7OeierFhuW5vdf3jYdCkXEaiH_leSQQun7XBghclmTMK6FiL6E6ygKvjB325jRQKBgUTi/39l/i2XZrE5WReK8VOws7UriRw/h2/irjj2HpWPR9Q7pKShobA-pGFsfe7XFmlHTbji4dLTz4
https://budget.house.gov/sites/democrats.budget.house.gov/files/documents/S%20Con%20Res%205%20Bill%20Final.pdf
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/legislation/2021/01/20/president-biden-announces-american-rescue-plan/
https://oese.ed.gov/offices/education-stabilization-fund/elementary-secondary-school-emergency-relief-fund/
https://republicans-edlabor.house.gov/uploadedfiles/2.25.21_council_of_chief_state_school_officers_lttr.pdf?source=email


FCC Approves Emergency Broadband Benefit Program

On Thursday, the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) adopted rules for implementing the Emergency 
Broadband Benefit Program (EBBP). Congress created the EBBP in December. The initiative will offer eligible low-
income households with discounts of up to $50 per month for broadband service and up to $75 per month if the 
household is on Tribal lands. The program also includes a one-time discount of up to $100 on a computer or tablet 
for eligible households. Although the funding does not flow through school districts, district leaders may want to 
consider notifying families and their students that they may be eligible for these discounts.

Administration Update

USED Issues New ESSA Guidance

On Monday, February 22, the U.S. Department of Education (USED) sent a letter to Chief State School Officers 
regarding assessment, accountability, and reporting requirements as part of the Every Student Succeeds Act
(ESSA). The letter indicates that the department will waive several ESSA accountability requirements for the current 
2020-21 school year. At the same time, USED’s letter emphasizes that the department will not grant “blanket 
waivers” of ESSA’s assessment requirements. Instead, USED encourages states to explore and apply for additional 
flexibilities regarding the upcoming spring administration of ESSA-mandated assessments. Specifically, the letter 
suggests states consider offering shorter exams, using remote administration, or extending testing windows to the 
greatest extent possible to ensure a statewide assessment administration takes place this spring. USED will make a 
waiver application template available shortly which will provide states with a clear path forward for how to apply for 
these (and potentially additional) flexibilities in the coming weeks and months ahead.

Cardona Inches Closer to Confirmation

On Thursday, February 25, the Senate agreed to limit further debate about Miguel Cardona’s nomination as 
Education Secretary, clearing a path for his likely confirmation. Senators voted 66-32 in favor of moving Cardona’s 
nomination forward with sixteen Republican Senators supporting this important procedural step. Cardona is 
expected to win final approval in the Senate by similar margins early next week.

New Legislation

S.396 A bill to promote registered apprenticeships, including registered apprenticeships within in-demand industry 
sectors, through the support of workforce intermediaries, and for other purposes. Sponsor: Sen. Coons, Christopher 
A. [D-DE]

S.385 A bill to improve the full-service community school program, and for other purposes. Sponsor: Sen. Brown, 
Sherrod [D-OH]

S.383 A bill to amend the Higher Education Act of 1965 regarding proprietary institutions of higher education in 
order to protect students and taxpayers. Sponsor: Sen. Durbin, Richard J. [D-IL]

S.342 A bill to advance STEM education, provide for improved worker training, retention, and advancement, and for 
other purposes. Sponsor: Sen. Cortez Masto, Catherine [D-NV]

H.R.1213 To require elementary schools and secondary schools to provide an option for safe, in-person attendance 
during school years 2020-2021 and 2021-2022. Sponsor: Rep. Allen, Rick W. [R-GA-12]

H.R.1139 To reimburse meals and supplements provided to individuals who have not attained the age of 25 under 
certain meal programs authorized under the Richard B. Russell National School Lunch Act, and for other purposes. 
Sponsor: Rep. Jayapal, Pramila [D-WA-7]
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https://oese.ed.gov/files/2021/02/DCL-on-assessments-and-acct-final.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/senate-bill/396?s=2&r=9
https://www.congress.gov/member/christopher-coons/C001088
https://www.congress.gov/member/christopher-coons/C001088
https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/senate-bill/385?s=2&r=10
https://www.congress.gov/member/sherrod-brown/B000944
https://www.congress.gov/member/sherrod-brown/B000944
https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/senate-bill/383?s=2&r=11
https://www.congress.gov/member/richard-durbin/D000563
https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/senate-bill/342?s=2&r=19
https://www.congress.gov/member/catherine-cortez-masto/C001113
https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/house-bill/1213?s=4&r=15
https://www.congress.gov/member/rick-allen/A000372
https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/house-bill/1139?s=4&r=24
https://www.congress.gov/member/pramila-jayapal/J000298
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