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Good Monday Morning. At the conclusion of this message you will find the Federal
Advocacy & Public Policy Update for June 7, 2021. Please let me know if you have
any questions about the information contained in this week's update.


Thank you for all you do on behalf of public education in the Commonwealth.


Best,


J.T.


Federal Advocacy & Public Policy Update
June 7, 2021


Congressional Update 


Infrastructure Negotiations Continue with No Clear Resolution


Since the release of President Biden’s full fiscal year (FY) 2022 budget request last
week, attention has returned back to the most hotly debated issue over the past few
months—investments in the nation’s infrastructure. Earlier in the year, President
Biden released two interrelated infrastructure proposals, totaling nearly $4 trillion, and
known respectively as the American Jobs and Families Plans. These proposals
outline the President’s ambitious vision for infrastructure investments, including $100
billion for the construction and upgrading of K-12 school facilities. 


Following the release of these proposals, President Biden and Democratic
Congressional leaders have sought to garner Congressional Republicans’ support for
this priority. Negotiations over a potential infrastructure package have largely been
spearheaded by President Biden who has engaged a revolving cast of Senators
whose support will be needed to pass this proposal via the regular legislative process.
However, both sides continue to remain far apart on key issues including the
appropriate size of the investment, what should (or should not) be included within an
infrastructure package, and how to pay for these proposals. 


These differences, however, have yet to be overcome. Both sides remain about $750
billion apart in their respective visions for an infrastructure package and, equally as
important, remain bitterly divided over how to pay for the proposal. As these talks
continue without resolution, the likelihood that Congressional Democrats make use of
budget reconciliation—a legislative mechanism that would allow lawmakers to pass
legislation by a simple majority in the Senate—increases substantially. Using budget
reconciliation would allow Congressional Democrats to advance a version of
President Biden’s infrastructure proposals without Republican support. However, all
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50 members of the Democratic majority in the Senate would need to agree on such
an approach. This week, President Biden continued one-on-one negotiations with
Senator Capito (R-WV) who has been representing Senate Republicans in some of
these negotiations. These talks have, at least so far, have not resolved any of these
key differences between the two parties. 


As these efforts continue, NSBA’s advocacy team will continue to impress upon
lawmakers the substantial infrastructure needs of the K-12 community. 


Next Week: House Education Subcommittee to hold Child Nutrition Hearing


Next Thursday, June 10, the House Education and Labor’s Subcommittee on Civil
Rights and Human Services will hold a hearing titled, “Ending Child Hunger: Priorities
for Child Nutrition Reauthorization.” Lawmakers are expected to explore issues
related to childhood nutrition programs as they consider making updates to these
programs in the wake of the COVID-19 pandemic. Witnesses have not yet been
announced. The hearing will be livestreamed here.


Administration Update 


USED Publishes Report on Student Home Connectivity 


Earlier this week, the U.S. Department of Education’s (USED) Office of Education
Technology published a new report titled, “Keeping Students Connected and
Learning: Strategies for Deploying School District Wireless Networks as a
Sustainable Solution to Connect Students at Home.” The report examines strategies
school districts can consider when deploying off-campus wireless networks to ensure
more students have access to the internet. The brief explores six district’s
experiences in undertaking this work and provides several best practice
recommendations for school districts to consider. A related webinar exploring the
findings of this brief will be held next week. Registration information for the event can
be found here.


USED Seeks Information on School Discipline 


Earlier today, June 4, the U.S. Department of Education’s (USED) Office of Civil
Rights (OCR) issued a request for information, seeking written input from the public
on the administration of school discipline in K-12 schools. This information is intended
to inform OCR’s future efforts to provide policy guidance and technical assistance to
help schools improve school climate and safety while ensuring equitable access to
education programs and activities. This request comes in the context of earlier OCR
data collections showing persistent disparities in the use of exclusionary discipline
among students of color. More information on the request can be found here.


New Legislation


H.R.3661 To amend the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965 and the
Omnibus Crime Control and Safe Streets Act of 1968 to require silent alarms in
elementary schools and secondary schools, and for other purposes. Sponsor: Rep.
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Gottheimer, Josh [D-NJ-5] 


H.R.3636 To amend the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act to clarify that the
term "child with a disability" includes a child who needs special education and related
services due to a health impairment resulting from Lyme disease or another tick-
borne disease. Sponsor: Rep. Smith, Christopher H. [R-NJ-4] 


H.R.3615 To require the Secretary of Health and Human Services to monitor
compliance with the requirements of the American Rescue Plan relating to the uses of
funds for child care. Sponsor: Rep. Miller-Meeks, Mariannette [R-IA-2] 


H.R.3602 To authorize the Secretary of Education to carry out a program to increase
access to prekindergarten through grade 12 computer science education. Sponsor:
Rep. Lee, Barbara [D-CA-13] 


H.R.3572 To increase the recruitment and retention of school-based mental health
services providers by low-income local educational agencies. Sponsor: Rep. Chu,
Judy [D-CA-27]



https://u20217403.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=Z5TRKRtj0IaGsaUkn4WfBVrtukH5S-2BPxz7ET8gjNa1wF1zx43fxC9X9kQd4pPAedpW4OOmuEHwTdBkk00GsYd3USKrbiWC9W-2BkxuZ8iE-2FyI-3Dbe9E_KY8G3G4xSwFMw4K3tCD-2BcV4Qe5vJok4znDwODutPy0GG7cgy0801Fry1Py0UqvMqg3kkSLrh-2BZn-2FGhl0ppYnayrO8yFzH8-2FjzU6Yc51X6tY0TYK-2BBMj4vQL5GInhKKmpLAefD8Qqi-2BtjtQLQN4GzKzCHkEEVqRsbqREnmER1I3v1Kx1OUnrTlvbYG7iXymUaZw-2Foat9JgYQjebEITlQjrrHb-2ByxI-2BPNbBFd-2FiQV0FJJGtwxMVf1EvJ1oAgWnvM4kiDNsriGvEXM-2FjVdAbA4N-2BA-3D-3D

https://u20217403.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=Z5TRKRtj0IaGsaUkn4WfBVrtukH5S-2BPxz7ET8gjNa1xYb2Z21o5k9DNTnsXEbjSb1KQaOYgFIDgMVtV8MOTOSqrvPvVM8Ilz7q5LtJ8atz0-3DM82s_KY8G3G4xSwFMw4K3tCD-2BcV4Qe5vJok4znDwODutPy0GG7cgy0801Fry1Py0UqvMqg3kkSLrh-2BZn-2FGhl0ppYnayrO8yFzH8-2FjzU6Yc51X6tboCMGsfukqlBPhu-2Fs4MA2hnQQxpX2VNoaLqC4-2FkU8W80A11FxQfJHOKui-2FNJq0Ic1cDqYrJrtFXkd-2F4-2FJFbucLzbhgZzrpdR9braS9CHDg4nBYsOoAoxvd2VwqbRidjISYrcCUVYREmbLpS-2BFEpp1KENksWMOMpsXVqRhVYNZ6vw-3D-3D

https://u20217403.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=Z5TRKRtj0IaGsaUkn4WfBVrtukH5S-2BPxz7ET8gjNa1xwXRo5jez85y3XLv3P7o9zkKGsyno2bOXrU3zpMbD4-2FiIf6rHL9c4qEhsttBnJPPY-3D6OMM_KY8G3G4xSwFMw4K3tCD-2BcV4Qe5vJok4znDwODutPy0GG7cgy0801Fry1Py0UqvMqg3kkSLrh-2BZn-2FGhl0ppYnayrO8yFzH8-2FjzU6Yc51X6taiqTmUFHBseEYlm25kkqJDMRu86YgMhpZ0R0YkVhDemEK25EA1xhqQV-2B7LljLEFZ-2ByzPf6aEos29QEQid5VKgVIVJqNjkcAvGty32RxgVGLPbQ4bnh78UwCFLlklmGhM6gdrw7vAuV52a1qP9e15TYtXzcRFBrTRxLXQb-2BhyfXSQ-3D-3D

https://u20217403.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=Z5TRKRtj0IaGsaUkn4WfBVrtukH5S-2BPxz7ET8gjNa1xYb2Z21o5k9DNTnsXEbjSb1KQaOYgFIDgMVtV8MOTOSlN6A9BooURdV3gmXC1kwdo-3D39VJ_KY8G3G4xSwFMw4K3tCD-2BcV4Qe5vJok4znDwODutPy0GG7cgy0801Fry1Py0UqvMqg3kkSLrh-2BZn-2FGhl0ppYnayrO8yFzH8-2FjzU6Yc51X6taiqTmUFHBseEYlm25kkqJDNzHkPunj3HlLLM-2F1Rk8q6i1UYeluKw3-2BepsfN6O-2FGb-2BFMN9ka-2BPVKSt5o1IzUB-2BjioGDCpn3lSpct67NfE6eyu3kXjJ10wHtXOunnJtfEQ9taC7latifb0RGYB3COOdKWABT4VO7h-2Bv7KyJT7DB7JQ-3D-3D

https://u20217403.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=Z5TRKRtj0IaGsaUkn4WfBVrtukH5S-2BPxz7ET8gjNa1yMu-2F-2FAZZ-2BaWSA0xUlmuxoyPhinTEnales6ez1U5OZJKQtuLz2Q7YGJqQpGh1LNkh8-3DIE7t_KY8G3G4xSwFMw4K3tCD-2BcV4Qe5vJok4znDwODutPy0GG7cgy0801Fry1Py0UqvMqg3kkSLrh-2BZn-2FGhl0ppYnayrO8yFzH8-2FjzU6Yc51X6taiqTmUFHBseEYlm25kkqJDntwNudHoucSEJ0-2FyD-2Fg3hqnIMAr5p6ye1Gb5-2BcBGRu4gyAeEd-2FKRpF6kkNdRA9-2FS1eizarpsKwXUQQgHpFjmulXKaptCH01LVI4GkJFcNkpZavKi2urxfxMy3MZrQVKK0EFx14CSneEbu-2BNzyg2zyQ-3D-3D

https://u20217403.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=Z5TRKRtj0IaGsaUkn4WfBVrtukH5S-2BPxz7ET8gjNa1xYb2Z21o5k9DNTnsXEbjSb1KQaOYgFIDgMVtV8MOTOSnIQS3xxSY9fye9D5mFd73k-3DsRER_KY8G3G4xSwFMw4K3tCD-2BcV4Qe5vJok4znDwODutPy0GG7cgy0801Fry1Py0UqvMqg3kkSLrh-2BZn-2FGhl0ppYnayrO8yFzH8-2FjzU6Yc51X6taiqTmUFHBseEYlm25kkqJDZ7ek92BlLM3zyX-2F1hkBv7dq9zr9-2Biv0aR90GVsQ5ImdMMP0qsdht5s7nyegWa6IlVlDjR2XoCkqAFW0-2FR-2FlHao9tA3HrqPTG-2BivlmoVWSje4-2FvCO2HL-2FfRcjcnU2COBNktVY7g-2FzZ0bjRFwuW4-2B6KA-3D-3D

https://u20217403.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=Z5TRKRtj0IaGsaUkn4WfBVrtukH5S-2BPxz7ET8gjNa1wlMwYYG8kY1PSDmpw8ky1TD3vLwv3mN9R7oIgHzb-2FAWQ-3D-3DKIuZ_KY8G3G4xSwFMw4K3tCD-2BcV4Qe5vJok4znDwODutPy0GG7cgy0801Fry1Py0UqvMqg3kkSLrh-2BZn-2FGhl0ppYnayrO8yFzH8-2FjzU6Yc51X6taiqTmUFHBseEYlm25kkqJDRtM8ZrfXtIiXzWQ-2F9KCrX9sbAFVuRc02IzCTN4qsVxo8tWwMEXCEai8TUUSMojMbgZ4Q7czUkILwnNJI0DyTy-2BLiAh0onXgqf2luzkNGeJ-2B6e7awDKQw-2BJHJjmczpBR9IWeW4hwgF2Srv9KipoFJCQ-3D-3D

https://u20217403.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=Z5TRKRtj0IaGsaUkn4WfBVrtukH5S-2BPxz7ET8gjNa1xYb2Z21o5k9DNTnsXEbjSb1KQaOYgFIDgMVtV8MOTOSplyjR-2BV54Tsw55j-2F4ZzLWU-3DJUWi_KY8G3G4xSwFMw4K3tCD-2BcV4Qe5vJok4znDwODutPy0GG7cgy0801Fry1Py0UqvMqg3kkSLrh-2BZn-2FGhl0ppYnayrO8yFzH8-2FjzU6Yc51X6taiqTmUFHBseEYlm25kkqJDTw-2BgPs1Z9fAcgmogXP-2Fevw1r-2Bh43mkFXRJ8Q6eXUNC135mDmhJEXq2PvICXRKf6PDWzOcpyKbkneZpoms36VRC1kLSNNVQSvOco8pknQwggLthEYoY0AjdE0WbtS-2FJ-2BhsdYwpXh83qqeMDocanZAMQ-3D-3D

https://u20217403.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=Z5TRKRtj0IaGsaUkn4WfBVrtukH5S-2BPxz7ET8gjNa1xFHW3L84SEyIofltsaCG9xLiy9yGSwS1cbP-2BkPdq1HIw-3D-3DYOow_KY8G3G4xSwFMw4K3tCD-2BcV4Qe5vJok4znDwODutPy0GG7cgy0801Fry1Py0UqvMqg3kkSLrh-2BZn-2FGhl0ppYnayrO8yFzH8-2FjzU6Yc51X6taiqTmUFHBseEYlm25kkqJDojgKyrED1lS9briOWYxuvwwiD2mhK288p23mVsBSPF1xz7GIIq4JwI2lEJ-2FOF8yoI9qb-2BbfCnJt-2FsuHPDy4xJ5tizt5v1x1O-2Biy-2F94v2ZWaJyv1EVhcAEKn42X2n50IvNV4uNzrqEzbdisbrGca59w-3D-3D

https://u20217403.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=Z5TRKRtj0IaGsaUkn4WfBVrtukH5S-2BPxz7ET8gjNa1xFHW3L84SEyIofltsaCG9xLiy9yGSwS1cbP-2BkPdq1HIw-3D-3DYOow_KY8G3G4xSwFMw4K3tCD-2BcV4Qe5vJok4znDwODutPy0GG7cgy0801Fry1Py0UqvMqg3kkSLrh-2BZn-2FGhl0ppYnayrO8yFzH8-2FjzU6Yc51X6taiqTmUFHBseEYlm25kkqJDojgKyrED1lS9briOWYxuvwwiD2mhK288p23mVsBSPF1xz7GIIq4JwI2lEJ-2FOF8yoI9qb-2BbfCnJt-2FsuHPDy4xJ5tizt5v1x1O-2Biy-2F94v2ZWaJyv1EVhcAEKn42X2n50IvNV4uNzrqEzbdisbrGca59w-3D-3D



