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Good Morning. I hope each of you had a wonderful holiday weekend. At the
conclusion of this message is the Federal Advocacy & Public Policy Update for July 6,
2021. The United States Congress is on recess this week and will return to
Washington on Monday, July 12.


Please let me know if you have any questions about the material contained in this
report.


Have a good week!


Best,


J.T.


Federal Advocacy & Public Policy Update
July 6, 2021
Congressional Update 


House Sets Funding Cap for Education Programs


On Tuesday, June 29, the House Appropriations Committee approved topline
allocations for each of the 12 bills that compose the federal discretionary budget for
the upcoming 2022 federal fiscal year (FY 22) set to begin October 1, 2021. These
allocations detail how much funding will be available, overall, for each of the
departments, agencies, and programs falling under the jurisdiction of each of these
funding bills. Of note, House appropriators have proposed to significantly increase
funding by $40.5 billion for the Labor-HHS-Education appropriations bill—a 21%
increase over last year’s enacted levels. The Labor-HHS-ED appropriations
legislation provides funding for the U.S. Department of Education and the programs it
administers. While the proposed increase for this portion of the federal budget does
not mean that all these extra funds will go towards K-12 education, it provides a
substantial opportunity for lawmakers to appropriate funds in that way should they
choose to do so. 


Program-level funding for this bill has not yet been released, but the House
Appropriations Committee is expected to mark up and ultimately pass this legislation
on July 12. As these efforts continue, NSBA’s advocacy team will remain engaged
with Capitol Hill to ensure the K-12 community receives a robust investment for the
upcoming fiscal year. 


Administration Update 



https://u20217403.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=Z5TRKRtj0IaGsaUkn4WfBTuGGdxh0pbdi-2FCGZuhTHEOX-2BoglcMysU25Z55nkXBB8VosJikgxdghTrO9FOgVNWN-2FfLpR6C9d-2FJerqzdwGGYRj-2FADekborbApm7-2FBtQY7udpNPaJVC9KgKa8L01HG6eg-3D-3DMnis_KY8G3G4xSwFMw4K3tCD-2BcV4Qe5vJok4znDwODutPy0GG7cgy0801Fry1Py0UqvMqH71eA4xk5mwhtByXB-2Fm4wJh-2FeA7j993pPs2KZlNGI7xrItDB-2Fcx3HwOZmx9ptY2jcHEJhQwDbUc0YeVD0k7KmA-2FyH9Kinb7rqhZZuFNeUyjFkQrQ-2FkYchFhxzwbdG9Tb10jMF5O7BbqYndy61XaCl-2Fp-2FaJ6fI5ypkldm8N-2BtfqqSwXT4gxt-2FAqVj9-2FF-2F6bjWVga3NeozZUBL3uEt07RyWw-3D-3D





USED Releases ARP Funding for Students with Disabilities


The recently passed American Rescue Plan (ARP) provides an additional $3 billion
for the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA). On Thursday, July 1, USED
released these funds to states via a prescribed formula contained in the law.
Additional information regarding this disbursement of funds can be found here.


NCES Reports Drop in Public School Enrollments


Data released by USED’s National Center for Education Statistics (NCES) released
data earlier this week showing that enrollments within K-12 public schools dropped by
approximately three percent during the 2020-21 school year when compared to one
year earlier. The decline in enrollments was particularly pronounced among the
nation’s youngest learners, with preschool and kindergarten enrollments dropping by
22 and nine percent, respectively. Eighteen states in total experienced declines of at
least three percent or more. While these figures are preliminary, NCES’ acting
commissioner, Peggy Carr, called the findings “concerning.” Final data on national
enrollments in K-12 schools are expected to be released in the spring of 2022. 


Secretary Cardona Releases Proposed Grant Priorities 


On Wednesday, June 30, U.S. Secretary of Education Miguel Cardona published
proposed priorities and related definitions for future discretionary grant program
opportunities administered by USED. After the priorities are finalized later this year,
the Department will be able to select any of them to emphasize certain policies based
on these high-level priorities. The newly proposed priorities include: 


Priority 1 - Addressing the Impact of COVID–19 on Students, Educators, and
Faculty.
Priority 2—Promoting Equity in Student Access to Educational Resources,
Opportunities, and Welcoming Environments.
Priority 3—Supporting a Diverse Educator Workforce and Professional Growth
to Strengthen Student Learning.
Proposed Priority 4— Meeting Student Social, Emotional, and Academic Needs
Proposed Priority 5—Increasing Postsecondary Education Access, Affordability,
Completion, and Post Enrollment Success
Priority 6—Strengthening Cross-Agency Coordination and Community
Engagement to Advance Systemic Change.
Comments in response to these proposed priorities must be filed by July 30 of
this year.


FCC Launches Emergency Connectivity Fund 


Earlier this week the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) launched the
Emergency Connectivity Fund (ECF), inviting applications from eligible schools and
libraries (and consortia of schools and libraries) for prospective home broadband and
related device costs for the period July 1, 2021, to June 30, 2022. The application
window closes on August 13, 2021. Authorized by the American Rescue Plan, the
ECF provides $7.2 billion in funding to schools and libraries to purchase broadband



https://u20217403.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=Z5TRKRtj0IaGsaUkn4WfBZEKfc2ZfwB69i743KIyoRhkYI-2BTbYS4AlOJLn6YMpB-2FzlYXnqXkN0J3vx-2FxFXSlw7YhAOAzReHvlYEUVb8av-2FEV8JnOzXDrMP3Hu3DO-2BtBygh-2F4T3ZVnUIyGAOuxU-2F3lOE0ysqDjOQt3HgBeo-2Fdvt4i2YZT0972SFQSDPG-2BYbd0Dzjs7agzVjT6M79J6cM0bbxgHn-2F3-2Fp-2FMYTczSwE9aK9ZutphavEq-2F4i3ejlMhdCyDvIlzU-2Fdm-2BOXWkXAPJ4YjbsgKXacBzXCGlS7NPoj-2BIZhZsAfbnYVb-2Fr1TDiMpeZzgyqD_KY8G3G4xSwFMw4K3tCD-2BcV4Qe5vJok4znDwODutPy0GG7cgy0801Fry1Py0UqvMqH71eA4xk5mwhtByXB-2Fm4wJh-2FeA7j993pPs2KZlNGI7wsvNM9HocgzUiMO1l-2Fto4owV9eAfDifj6Ucaf0Dwmiu6JdnAPlE9XgQgAbb4hLJG6Zb9yt0Nfxh2pHiLPZEFpmbdjTg-2B-2B4vWsjdIZqBsAZMrykIu1Xa8hueUoC2bhdYS0D1LkiWfziEN3VPYYN-2BYwGrVeTBF8K6JTxtHpYsm-2ByAQ-3D-3D

https://u20217403.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=Z5TRKRtj0IaGsaUkn4WfBReMTBkZS6N3gJ7stISVrjXCld-2Bq7GG9tN6tX4W-2F823Pgo8jlxrg0cuUCwP-2BEDSrwFqhvoMwyfxEooC7AUf4Mvk-3DsinA_KY8G3G4xSwFMw4K3tCD-2BcV4Qe5vJok4znDwODutPy0GG7cgy0801Fry1Py0UqvMqH71eA4xk5mwhtByXB-2Fm4wJh-2FeA7j993pPs2KZlNGI7zJOv3EXNqmllW7zxW4pYZPez51Nzi-2FsJFl0q04AsrSobuy-2BBTyNNKm3Rj9RF-2FUCzplq08bJcNwWwIjZTqDT6Nf7GnIA2v4nX7frGaKyfSA-2FxA1hVLUOFEBISlzYufqiaTTW9gG2ys19zAJp3NA2z-2FvNJgxjGa47Znvg36-2Bm9ikCA-3D-3D

https://u20217403.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=Z5TRKRtj0IaGsaUkn4WfBSDO-2BtkBBbjd-2Fl4NEzQzuotDTIYxep4ZX5rI8cFKtBV82MNv8LD0ogZLqO8OeF0653Oqs9V5vU0NddLBIL5LXxE-3D-TmF_KY8G3G4xSwFMw4K3tCD-2BcV4Qe5vJok4znDwODutPy0GG7cgy0801Fry1Py0UqvMqH71eA4xk5mwhtByXB-2Fm4wJh-2FeA7j993pPs2KZlNGI7yrRwF2YKTVawXghNpzf-2F9d23TrYt2nLnAWbjDK7hC5CzK5BEK10O3QlXoeSXSWFQYp0idwT1-2F1NYuQA8B2TNP9RUgpBjQYRIPPT2g-2FCOCO7qwfECSFttXpxDR4guXuSnp879jaDA-2B60nBRq7SlcGIO5gZJcYibqWhDF35FHiLYmA-3D-3D

https://u20217403.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=Z5TRKRtj0IaGsaUkn4WfBadQnwRWp79EkJM2lSLCpVGoHWhslqciLBiOH-2BpchljeTEaR89tvwVeCtkeJRgBmcw-3D-3DpQhY_KY8G3G4xSwFMw4K3tCD-2BcV4Qe5vJok4znDwODutPy0GG7cgy0801Fry1Py0UqvMqH71eA4xk5mwhtByXB-2Fm4wJh-2FeA7j993pPs2KZlNGI7zdIDlXUNE18bqssPmmhX7vTp35AIJ09iHaXwP-2FSIThozvVEQY6vwHP9e3HdoNKJ8iq3lnOQULctGgULkB4HwKNAWE5pFziAt5dFWK-2BL0ILFyM5-2FNUGy5CrDUYgfzzy74kC-2FEC8pl6ES8ga3ghNRBc1GQDIthWH5IHKpVIq0k1QsA-3D-3D





plans and devices for students, school staff, and library patrons.


New Legislation


H.R.4282 — 117th Congress (2021-2022) To amend the Richard B. Russell National
School Lunch Act to establish the Food and Nutrition Education in Schools Pilot
Program, and for other purposes. Sponsor: Del. Plaskett, Stacey E. [D-VI-At Large] 


H.R.4198 — 117th Congress (2021-2022) To establish the Mental Health in Schools
Excellence Program to increase the recruitment and retention of school-based mental
health services providers, and for other purposes. Sponsor: Rep. Fitzpatrick, Brian K.
[R-PA-1]



https://u20217403.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=Z5TRKRtj0IaGsaUkn4WfBVrtukH5S-2BPxz7ET8gjNa1xYb2Z21o5k9DNTnsXEbjSb1KQaOYgFIDgMVtV8MOTOSuAWluy91avFcDZoDwSVIOU-3D9wQn_KY8G3G4xSwFMw4K3tCD-2BcV4Qe5vJok4znDwODutPy0GG7cgy0801Fry1Py0UqvMqH71eA4xk5mwhtByXB-2Fm4wJh-2FeA7j993pPs2KZlNGI7yji8FAaOFt-2BlhF34jUW-2BVdieG-2BTyLa-2BW10d6uzb8aZ5KNX0qu3sEfu4xUy2crE-2FfomxwZWwoqNYrpiCr-2BNgAafC3F7DngTbl8duTyEnCrgdF7OUCE6tIk9YoF2IXeAdzX1Rc5en62aI7bN9-2FUbNY2QHU8BWW4ar-2FHepki0J9fs8A-3D-3D

https://u20217403.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=Z5TRKRtj0IaGsaUkn4WfBVrtukH5S-2BPxz7ET8gjNa1xS7W1TON7ttNt8OwFZFEZENXgOk-2BF8Lf6xR1uVmQIz0G9ocCO-2BgUzO1YYWnGPdzao-3DMZ3r_KY8G3G4xSwFMw4K3tCD-2BcV4Qe5vJok4znDwODutPy0GG7cgy0801Fry1Py0UqvMqH71eA4xk5mwhtByXB-2Fm4wJh-2FeA7j993pPs2KZlNGI7ylOKVtgW4PQkBVkqp0IGiJ5MMWlWolKxqmzjIaQMr3RNT-2FULYDd56PI5Nse8F-2FSQ5q73i2FUbuIVpoz113P8dlAotvCD-2BdsxT-2FiCsyzOjpGsiGBcDHHRaiTrtqV0pSTV9ccs-2B8JtofFFAlR7oWtDEH8pCC6iBgCiIDz4jDwC5UwA-3D-3D

https://u20217403.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=Z5TRKRtj0IaGsaUkn4WfBVrtukH5S-2BPxz7ET8gjNa1xYb2Z21o5k9DNTnsXEbjSb1KQaOYgFIDgMVtV8MOTOSmx2UvNRtXCSb8egcjG4dPQ-3Dj0X6_KY8G3G4xSwFMw4K3tCD-2BcV4Qe5vJok4znDwODutPy0GG7cgy0801Fry1Py0UqvMqH71eA4xk5mwhtByXB-2Fm4wJh-2FeA7j993pPs2KZlNGI7w9m-2Fjzxrwlm61g5CvPHb1MqYhRAcDekSpRpXo3DROlUbSaJCawAh86uXkqL4O61gkRv0gwckY2eqBT-2FX8OHr3AX2LFG0k2hUcAzqt-2FOEXZgn1wztQZSzA-2FYlHMDTFQViox09wivEHw0T66q2VBwR7EOLzXhFGaxnKc3FRm-2BtFHqw-3D-3D

https://u20217403.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=Z5TRKRtj0IaGsaUkn4WfBVrtukH5S-2BPxz7ET8gjNa1zmTkp0hXhmTnC5mguDC4kHCc3pk-2FOuv-2FizO6uYUEETTonADbwMLY5YRH5BPw8SOWo-3DF8Ot_KY8G3G4xSwFMw4K3tCD-2BcV4Qe5vJok4znDwODutPy0GG7cgy0801Fry1Py0UqvMqH71eA4xk5mwhtByXB-2Fm4wJh-2FeA7j993pPs2KZlNGI7xUwVKsJb-2FaqTYrU70MNAqKX3dqeOIg9xnAEXLKL1sPTBmDv4awnl0Pg0K4P0fQGbYboz14xV7IvCfkfFlpV8S42QFnq0VnoWust3PJrSkk6vfcl1oe6b4gzpbNbgMqhT7ccSZHZLAXWAjZxRhQEXBLvsFm2CBocO-2BwenC0w-2FQimA-3D-3D

https://u20217403.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=Z5TRKRtj0IaGsaUkn4WfBVrtukH5S-2BPxz7ET8gjNa1zmTkp0hXhmTnC5mguDC4kHCc3pk-2FOuv-2FizO6uYUEETTonADbwMLY5YRH5BPw8SOWo-3DF8Ot_KY8G3G4xSwFMw4K3tCD-2BcV4Qe5vJok4znDwODutPy0GG7cgy0801Fry1Py0UqvMqH71eA4xk5mwhtByXB-2Fm4wJh-2FeA7j993pPs2KZlNGI7xUwVKsJb-2FaqTYrU70MNAqKX3dqeOIg9xnAEXLKL1sPTBmDv4awnl0Pg0K4P0fQGbYboz14xV7IvCfkfFlpV8S42QFnq0VnoWust3PJrSkk6vfcl1oe6b4gzpbNbgMqhT7ccSZHZLAXWAjZxRhQEXBLvsFm2CBocO-2BwenC0w-2FQimA-3D-3D



