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Good Tuesday Morning. At the conclusion of this message is the Federal Advocacy &
Public Policy Update for September 7, 2021. After a month of recess, both the House
and Senate will return to Washington this week where they will attempt to pass the
Fiscal Year 2022 budget before the September 30, 2021 deadline, as well as debate
two infrastructure packages that received an abundance of media coverage this past
summer. VSBA will keep you updated on these events and issue any necessary
action alerts if they arise.


If you have any questions regarding the information contained in this morning's
federal update, please do not hesitate to contact me. Have a great week and as
always, thank you for all you do on behalf of public education.


Best,


J.T.


Federal Advocacy & Public Policy Update


September 7, 2021


Congressional Update 


Congress Poised to Return Next Week to a Busy Agenda


Congress remained on recess this week, with lawmakers from both chambers
expected to begin returning to Capitol Hill next week. Although the House and the
Senate have spent time in their respective districts and states during this recess
period, discussions have moved forward this week as Congressional Democrats
continue to debate the overall size and content of a forthcoming reconciliation bill
focused on domestic spending priorities, such as universal pre-K, free community
college, and K-12 facilities infrastructure among other priorities currently under
consideration by Democratic lawmakers. NSBA anticipates formal activity on the
forthcoming reconciliation package to begin in earnest next week, with committees of
jurisdiction in the House likely to go first in the bicameral budget reconciliation effort.
As these efforts continue to take shape, NSBA's advocacy team is actively working to
ensure K-12 infrastructure, along with needed broadband infrastructure investments,
remain key components of this highly anticipated legislation.


 Administration Update 


 USED Approves Two More State ARP Plans



https://u20217403.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=Z5TRKRtj0IaGsaUkn4WfBQDu-2FIVpItXlY5-2B0-2BFq9Mx0ZfSKIZjpoXo8JCYzFGsmRJH1gzqJ0F-2BOKouXOke7iw9tOGPkJnbMscwjnJGkKFBwIJKHIpa1WOe80HLSYODnVZ5UIW-2Bgu-2FgrgvHgRijiqDona3nOxrjM6-2B0Wg2v8AXgK2c-2Fmrulrw2mPo0XMwOFfQw8mG_KY8G3G4xSwFMw4K3tCD-2BcV4Qe5vJok4znDwODutPy0GG7cgy0801Fry1Py0UqvMqMz0JIGDKNJoqryObPdQRnfoTtBpTUnZRZoXEmY4R21k9VQUEomwW0sigTHcXJrZ9d4zjC6ayX6bq2DQ8eghTPc7ON32OVr-2FvMFsrBVajlQkCBpOQ4OR0VrebJSkG9YaaRMjZULsD2EstyElnBmUwB1oQcHWWpcv9W-2Fz3RcNByahEJ2DitFB-2FRyQE3xBCEBEo-2FFpK7BilX0aNVMmJioAf4w-3D-3D





This past spring, Congressional Democrats passed the American Rescue Plan
(ARP), a pandemic aid bill that, among other efforts, provides $122 billion in
additional funding exclusively for K-12 schools. Shortly after the ARP's passage, the
U.S. Department of Education (USED) distributed two-thirds of this funding to states
via a formula detailed in the legislation. However, USED held back the remaining third
of these funds until states and territories submitted plans detailing how they would
make use of these resources to support students as they recover from the impacts of
the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic and plan for a return to safe, in-person instruction.
Over the past week, the Department has approved two more of these state plans,
including those for Louisiana and Minnesota. The most current status of all state ARP
plans, including highlights of plans approved by USED so far, can be found here.


Office of Civil Rights Launches Several Investigations into State Indoor
Masking Prohibitions


On Monday, August 30, the U.S. Department of Education's (USED) Office of Civil
Rights (OCR) launched investigations into five states regarding recent prohibitions put
into place preventing K-12 schools and districts, among other entities, from enforcing
mandates requiring individuals to wear masks while indoors. These states include
Iowa, Oklahoma, South Carolina, Tennessee, and Utah. The Department is currently
exploring the legal justification for these prohibitions and whether they discriminate
against students with disabilities, particularly those at heightened risk due to COVID-
19. This legal development comes after President Biden issued a memo in August
directing USED to  ensure all states are providing equitable and safe educational
opportunities during the ongoing pandemic.


USED Releases New Return-to-School Resource


On Tuesday, August 31, USED released "Strategies for Using American Rescue Plan
Funding to Address the Impact of Lost Instructional Time," a new resource outlining a
litany of evidence-based strategies for state and local education leaders to consider
as they address the issue of lost instructional time due to the ongoing pandemic. The
resource is intended to support the K-12 community as students return for in-person
instruction for the 2021-22 school year and includes, among several other sections,
information regarding how assessments and data can be used to guide these efforts
in the classroom. A link to the new resource can be found here.


USED Releases Fact Sheet on Timely Investment of American Rescue Plan
Funds 


The U.S. Department of Education released a fact sheet on how LEAs may utilize
pre-award costs if they have not yet received an ARP ESSER award from their state.
While the majority of states have moved expeditiously to make these vital resources
available to LEAs, a few states have not yet started awarding ARP ESSER funds that
they received in March. Such delay by a state does not restrict an LEA's ability to
incur allowable costs that an LEA determines are appropriate and necessary. 


New Legislation



https://u20217403.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=Z5TRKRtj0IaGsaUkn4WfBZ0lvKiRusMoHnX6tX6rFiBGE-2BlU3paDwXn8BY9gIGGqAU2MP3cjYbTO-2BS55gRZ80rbFGXC-2BuCVbQ5cJ5zi1BkG4YQ0H4ohRg7rKuuExUDCYflAvttZaZtn-2BTwipjdl4ROum06hNoNfT6xYY-2BxcwbOrGUc7c2nscpWmGGnw4OVIOmzoM_KY8G3G4xSwFMw4K3tCD-2BcV4Qe5vJok4znDwODutPy0GG7cgy0801Fry1Py0UqvMqMz0JIGDKNJoqryObPdQRnfoTtBpTUnZRZoXEmY4R21lEEj-2Fia-2FZa8uALE1DbdxvB81OWw7Ds6nLYqY9mCDFBtTOdy5QngryHotoeI0761fyHFF-2B7hfhug20JnIjvPsIi0nfOLe5PVzn-2FNWV31talGIAP16ZEe1Fj6M6XbLH3rtMuMG-2ByUQUPIAk-2BVPi3IbUXnxH1KUzZqqBrMg2d7v8btg-3D-3D

https://u20217403.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=Z5TRKRtj0IaGsaUkn4WfBWE-2B-2FcRY8mix6mvghxD-2BfUYwLXbupT9nHD7DRyw7cY9lWgdMpsfid2s3W0W9j2eLavR-2FYtchCItV02G3VN-2FXnz-2F8VrUQK-2BZ-2BMXnf0kTfjTGiGIRf7wdPu4Px0blGCfo7k4ddVE9hu96EJaqf4evAop665L849g7UdLMWGAee-2FZPq4bDh0OonP9yYCzOy-2Fj5-2BPw-3D-3DxsGa_KY8G3G4xSwFMw4K3tCD-2BcV4Qe5vJok4znDwODutPy0GG7cgy0801Fry1Py0UqvMqMz0JIGDKNJoqryObPdQRnfoTtBpTUnZRZoXEmY4R21l8ezeJbp-2BH-2F1VNPib-2FYoEkISg0wVwFnO-2FWytMcVN6Znq8XnCQs-2FJk4PkLXVO-2FxfWCh8i0YtVxL341xYOQdbFmTHbLctMPdo7-2FWZ5WMHFKfC40v8OBbHwOAbKetHPEkXnMINRM8gyKA6jNxMQxsUlXyxc5BxxV7cnzS2XgM6jFN-2BQ-3D-3D

https://u20217403.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=Z5TRKRtj0IaGsaUkn4WfBejjKN9mfqmPPQLLzQbIZwX9SoAElcqcYxpc-2BLfU8qKmlFaUdBw0VNnmVt0iDL4Hmt174PRmD4Y-2BBxNrMlSUvDY-3Dj9B8_KY8G3G4xSwFMw4K3tCD-2BcV4Qe5vJok4znDwODutPy0GG7cgy0801Fry1Py0UqvMqMz0JIGDKNJoqryObPdQRnfoTtBpTUnZRZoXEmY4R21m-2F8LMxDHVcnY5-2Bi65zhJ-2BJQS3pijUHBOU7XFBVWU60uhKMCpo6sb4e5SwdA0zBg-2FFHp2gRZNM-2BoxVHIlwXBppXx7-2FwAtMzr7ikDpY2mb4lNF82M950ku3OBB6Jj173C2SLnUHAa1LbkitlG5d02qgM613C-2FLzv-2FChpyZiqjRtEjA-3D-3D

https://u20217403.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=Z5TRKRtj0IaGsaUkn4WfBZQ46fW55c-2F53BphGP-2FxVFoezITEOiHccXdPTFELVSQdvwAqcEfscD29TiCtGy8ZgrJCqGWQT3PkccX5E-2FBwJUs-3D_wOk_KY8G3G4xSwFMw4K3tCD-2BcV4Qe5vJok4znDwODutPy0GG7cgy0801Fry1Py0UqvMqMz0JIGDKNJoqryObPdQRnfoTtBpTUnZRZoXEmY4R21k-2BBz5b-2F5v9uR1PkOIoZ0dHFL-2BtXcFOstvnAcBZ8V7vaZdbI7tyNsNG-2F3lLv1R-2BngEW2n1swrT-2FgTzxTrzvygZ11pSdu9hxlfYQbBe1tCmSLvj2OxYAkT-2FeJZKKcDkRR1V2r9PQrI3sPpKtXre7AFOvGoYRXBikf00Dk2NVLjjasA-3D-3D





R.5129 - 117th Congress (2021-2022) To amend the Community Services
Block Grant Act to reauthorize and modernize the Act. Sponsor: Rep.
Bonamici, Suzanne [D-OR-1]
Res.613 - 117th Congress (2021-2022) Expressing support for approximately
doubling funding for Federal career and technical education programs.
Sponsor: Rep. Krishnamoorthi, Raja [D-IL-8]



https://u20217403.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=Z5TRKRtj0IaGsaUkn4WfBVrtukH5S-2BPxz7ET8gjNa1xYb2Z21o5k9DNTnsXEbjSb1KQaOYgFIDgMVtV8MOTOSg-2BRrYth-2BsUyVRPnkWnyuNg-3DPt7e_KY8G3G4xSwFMw4K3tCD-2BcV4Qe5vJok4znDwODutPy0GG7cgy0801Fry1Py0UqvMqMz0JIGDKNJoqryObPdQRnfoTtBpTUnZRZoXEmY4R21nAAq4QGOzUfCt-2FJCWWqW8UNRwM7hbdU9jJLBu0BpTSmgaVGzT-2Fdmkgn66KjaTHTClBP-2BtHnDGDCK7qPXfOO7VEAephqIQBl-2BsyG6ryPpxAnwpWPyzjXeGF5-2F0jEmxyjFEg7LAQN-2BgnrgT6tJB1-2BwlmAyeLuzr7Gnn7GwG80WTVNw-3D-3D

https://u20217403.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=Z5TRKRtj0IaGsaUkn4WfBVrtukH5S-2BPxz7ET8gjNa1wwpkY08Gc5lTh9SOF-2BhjfeebRp7-2Buhon8GDsEk-2FEAypZIPvLV7Gdnw7ns3ojsZu38-3DVUDa_KY8G3G4xSwFMw4K3tCD-2BcV4Qe5vJok4znDwODutPy0GG7cgy0801Fry1Py0UqvMqMz0JIGDKNJoqryObPdQRnfoTtBpTUnZRZoXEmY4R21nTNdYlxLp1-2F88BWLUpEr9KbgntpeWD02QSztZzSZSKSJ3pT5ixNANqBBqOz2WfEBHzIBBHfnvjx-2FKmn8tOMwKuRXVopu68O3hSMCw0R5dvdmsN2YByS725lcW8-2Fci-2BEMXTQZJtl-2Bhbz7kmKI5PGVaEOx-2FGPb0uVKfKV9xjXi-2BMMw-3D-3D

https://u20217403.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=Z5TRKRtj0IaGsaUkn4WfBVrtukH5S-2BPxz7ET8gjNa1wwpkY08Gc5lTh9SOF-2BhjfeebRp7-2Buhon8GDsEk-2FEAypZIPvLV7Gdnw7ns3ojsZu38-3DVUDa_KY8G3G4xSwFMw4K3tCD-2BcV4Qe5vJok4znDwODutPy0GG7cgy0801Fry1Py0UqvMqMz0JIGDKNJoqryObPdQRnfoTtBpTUnZRZoXEmY4R21nTNdYlxLp1-2F88BWLUpEr9KbgntpeWD02QSztZzSZSKSJ3pT5ixNANqBBqOz2WfEBHzIBBHfnvjx-2FKmn8tOMwKuRXVopu68O3hSMCw0R5dvdmsN2YByS725lcW8-2Fci-2BEMXTQZJtl-2Bhbz7kmKI5PGVaEOx-2FGPb0uVKfKV9xjXi-2BMMw-3D-3D

https://u20217403.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=Z5TRKRtj0IaGsaUkn4WfBVrtukH5S-2BPxz7ET8gjNa1xYb2Z21o5k9DNTnsXEbjSbn1C7OrbG7MPux8OJhAwKxdAMByPxDTiVSmRTPakkfMbDj8mBVHIlhtfFiTm1UmhtRBFc_KY8G3G4xSwFMw4K3tCD-2BcV4Qe5vJok4znDwODutPy0GG7cgy0801Fry1Py0UqvMqMz0JIGDKNJoqryObPdQRnfoTtBpTUnZRZoXEmY4R21n-2FX3DLZVTmgS0P9mXRWGmsmP-2BaK-2FzzcUOMKybZWa3EPKBCdHVXVk4sjVO0FdLH2nm-2F7SSum8AsnGXypLsN-2BD8eXSqm14c0PAJi0zpz6bCQd8bvXbnaM48NmsuQJ6uS92NeJo57d5o7Rv7pLyKF-2BWQIUhvrnAo-2FpIiFUUCQLF6v1Q-3D-3D

https://u20217403.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=Z5TRKRtj0IaGsaUkn4WfBVrtukH5S-2BPxz7ET8gjNa1xbaETVUu6faFjVsOsb3V-2BjzV4KZQOjEP8ie7cNibcmK7l9AB6TWzIO2-2F6BLDCtJE8-3DswrU_KY8G3G4xSwFMw4K3tCD-2BcV4Qe5vJok4znDwODutPy0GG7cgy0801Fry1Py0UqvMqMz0JIGDKNJoqryObPdQRnfoTtBpTUnZRZoXEmY4R21nHIgeh0YCsY2Nbng-2Fe4TdVoepqWnvsoVOK2wAQttBnaLE7fxoIfPw1TvTNQNOck4yUuyjC2QWgNIxLeCMILMyaO5V5-2FIXpk5nSkX3l0Z-2Bb1cD59lhicsNUNO-2B9JpWw2mxhbN7aqs7FsTmUU97kSxWTnvuZ-2FcZhb2TlAeCVKOiQaQ-3D-3D



