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Good Afternoon and Happy Friday! At the conclusion of this message is the October
22, 2021 Federal Advocacy and Public Policy Update. If you have any questions
about the items addressed in this report, please do not hesitate to contact me.


Thank you for all you do on behalf of public education in the Commonwealth. Have a
safe and enjoyable weekend!


Best,


JT


Federal Advocacy & Public Policy Update
October 22, 2021


Congressional Update


Senate Releases Remaining FY22 Spending Bills


On Monday, October 18, the Senate Appropriations Committee released drafts of the
remaining nine fiscal year 2022 (FY22) spending bills that had not been considered
by the committee. Among these was the Labor, Health and Human Services,
Education, and Related Agencies (Labor-HHS-ED) appropriations bill, which provides
funding for the U.S. Department of Education (USED) and the related federal
programs it oversees. Overall, the proposal would, if enacted, provide $98.4 billion for
USED-an increase of $24.9 billion compared to the previous fiscal year. While this
proposed funding level is $4 billion short of President Biden's initial budget request to
Congress earlier this year, the legislation would amount to a nearly 34% increase for
USED. 


Significantly, the legislation seeks to nearly double the amount of funding for Title I of
the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA), proposing an additional $16.6 billion for this
program for a total of $36 billion. Additionally, the legislation would provide a slew of
increases to other notable ESSA funding streams including an additional $45 million
for Title II-A and $100 million in additional funds for the law's Student Support and
Academic Enrichment grant program (Title IV-A). 


The proposal is not expected, however, to be formally marked up by the Senate.
Rather, these bills will be used as the basis to begin bicameral and bipartisan
negotiations for full-year FY22 funding-legislation that must be completed by
December 3 when current short-term funding is set to expire. Earlier this year, the
House completed work on its set of spending bills which also envision significant
increases for many of these same programs. These negotiations are intended to
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resolve the differences between the two chambers. VSBA will keep you abreast of
developments as the legislative process continues.


Administration Update


President Biden Issues Executive Order to Advance Educational Equity


On Tuesday, October 19, President Biden issued an Executive Order creating a new
White House Initiative on Advancing Educational Equity, Excellence, and Economic
Opportunity for Black Americans. The order enumerates several actions that the
Administration has already taken or plans to take to provide greater economic
opportunity for black families and communities, close educational achievement gaps
for black learners, improve health outcomes for these communities, and outlines a
number of steps the administration plans to take regarding criminal justice reform
among other elements. In addition, the order establishes an interagency
governmental working group to support the initiative's broad remit. A related factsheet
outlining this order can be found here. 


USED Releases New Mental Health Resource 


Also on Tuesday, October 19, the U.S. Department of Education (USED) released a
new resource titled "Supporting Child and Student Social, Emotional, Behavioral and
Mental Health" which aims to provide "information and resources to enhance the
promotion of mental health and the social and emotional well-being among children
and students." The resource includes the seven key challenges to providing school-
or program-based mental health support across early childhood, K–12 schools, and
higher education settings and recommendations for each of the challenges examined
in the resource. The release is part of the Department's wider response to the
ongoing pandemic and the mental health challenges facing students. A press release
providing more information on this resource can be found here.


Catherine Lhamon Confirmed 


On Wednesday, October 20, Catherine Lhamon was narrowly approved by the
Senate to become the next Assistant Secretary for the U.S. Department of
Education's (USED) Office of Civil Rights (OCR). The vote was evenly split along
partisan lines, requiring a tie-breaking vote from Vice President Kamala Harris.
Lhamon previously led OCR under President Obama where she oversaw a
controversial overhaul of Title IX-a move that has continued to be a primary source of
opposition for Republican lawmakers. In addition to Lhamon's confirmation, the
Senate Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions (HELP) Committee is scheduled to
consider the nominations of two other USED officials, including Sandra Bruce to be
the Department's next Inspector General as well as Amy Loyd, to serve as the next
Assistant Secretary for the Office of Career, Adult, and Technical Education
(OCTAE).


Updated CDC Resources 


On Monday, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) updated
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its resources for school administrators in responding to COVID-19 cases. 


COVID-19 Vaccinations for Kids Ages 5-11 - White House Fact Sheet on
Operational Planning 


This week the Biden administration released a fact sheet on operational planning for
distribution of the COVID-19 vaccine for children 5-11, if it is approved by the
appropriate regulatory bodies. The FDA's independent advisory committee meets on
Oct. 26 and the CDC's independent advisory committee meets Nov. 2-3 to
consider. The actual timeline for distribution will depend on the timeline from the FDA
and CDC advisory committees, but the administration is making preparations for once
that approval is received. If approved, the dosage would be one-third the strength of
the regular dose given to individuals ages 12 and up.   


According to the CDC, COVID-19 vaccines for children ages 5-11 are subject to the
very same multi-step testing and approval process as all other COVID-19 and non-
COVID-19 vaccines, including those routinely recommended for childhood
vaccination. More details are available on the CDC website.  


School Worker Shortage Webinars 


The U.S. Departments of Education and Treasury will hold a two-part webinar
series - "Using American Rescue Plan Funds and Other Federal Supports to Address
State and Local Teacher and School Staff Labor Shortages" - on Wednesday, Oct. 27
and Thursday, Oct. 28 from 4-5 p.m. (ET). The Oct. 27 webinar will focus on teacher
and substitute teacher shortages. The Oct. 28 webinar will focus on staff shortages,
such as school bus drivers and food service workers.   


The purpose of these webinars is to discuss the underlying causes of these shortages
and share effective practices happening at the state and local levels and how federal
resources, including those under the American Rescue Plan's Elementary and
Secondary School Emergency Relief Fund (ARP ESSER) and the State and Local
Fiscal Recovery Fund (SLFRF), can be used to support and sustain these efforts.    


To register for Webinar 1: Teacher and substitute teacher shortages


Oct. 27, 2021 4 p.m. (ET)  https://www.zoomgov.com/meeting/register/vJIsd-
2sqzkpH2KJhWPp_Vv7Iy7vjInHSBM  


To register for Webinar 2: Staff shortages, such as school bus drivers and food
service workers Oct. 28, 2021 4 p.m. (ET) 
https://www.zoomgov.com/meeting/register/vJItf-
mrrTgpHMb_X3ytzYvojdCHoncw8H0  


New K-12 Legislation


R.5593 Cybersecurity Opportunity Act Sponsor: Rep. Johnson, Henry C.
"Hank," Jr. [D-GA-4]



https://u20217403.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=Z5TRKRtj0IaGsaUkn4WfBQq-2F0net7YgdaSynnSCrkb-2FYW3cztYdnQrZ-2B6ii6JLQ9-2Boq0u0UxbUDNhBKgKqlpObvvYeFkhGF-2Fe1je8Idz3zmFf37HcAnrgU-2Bm6dRanJrl4hfKnH5e1aXpsGpWauH-2FQA-3D-3DwHkm_KY8G3G4xSwFMw4K3tCD-2BcV4Qe5vJok4znDwODutPy0GG7cgy0801Fry1Py0UqvMqctxmUIppQFCEtZWddZoDZTY5-2FeGi9ZkuWHDvwlMvBsyJ1NP5-2FNmhAxA-2F-2FNZW1CD8oTBXo7zDG-2BfsOHFC7RQwc-2FB0iCKULLkeZ8rtMrMzg6HRGh0WICQB-2BI5ARK-2BvlJrXMvcrDLTScW7uQrVeOZwkveqf8L1KrK2bt6XTX1uvVeni-2BO-2Bt-2BwMOnqXpebrkXjjB0nKQjQtApsikBwIZIdmO5w-3D-3D

https://u20217403.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=Z5TRKRtj0IaGsaUkn4WfBWE-2B-2FcRY8mix6mvghxD-2BfUYwLXbupT9nHD7DRyw7cY9lkHrPdG7lphjZZVWYRkPaDSvYudY-2Bl7P6qLNrZeE0NfLJ797YJ-2BSOHS3q0FAmzibWmYIPUJ52U-2FPUYtEG4qdIA-2FrJCGbk4srLct-2BY7eYPX6imFlaT2-2B27USLkRL6CjqiuFW4gbwoHM3sqsHp9d7wtlcbsQJFOm6aBL5VVcsCP1qy-2B49MMCxxCt1lsU38FbcY4QB9kdv-2FPk-2Ba9U-2F5zO54yQg-3D-3De5c9_KY8G3G4xSwFMw4K3tCD-2BcV4Qe5vJok4znDwODutPy0GG7cgy0801Fry1Py0UqvMqctxmUIppQFCEtZWddZoDZTY5-2FeGi9ZkuWHDvwlMvBswkK9ao4-2FstLvJ2ObgwbEQfJg2jqcoIVxQDRJy8eudRW0PiHTItUK4oaBV-2BRemipBz5Sh2RfFsCvVeiUTo7Y8QjzphcYY-2FDhX3qiy2Mi2Jcf6jvFpyizkSz9e3WMEDart-2B8SNp7-2FEhsgUgVPFepXWAxcJRTVn-2BHvkfL9pD0y2nQXQ-3D-3D

https://u20217403.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=Z5TRKRtj0IaGsaUkn4WfBU5UiBwZ9LbfUygNe41bfPAYdqmF4dzuGByFDH8fgXqkxGz5zR6EN7cfzEmaRI4clK2WG-2FOO0BtVqOqfBgVitbU-3DIJer_KY8G3G4xSwFMw4K3tCD-2BcV4Qe5vJok4znDwODutPy0GG7cgy0801Fry1Py0UqvMqctxmUIppQFCEtZWddZoDZTY5-2FeGi9ZkuWHDvwlMvBsxIGwLihenc4O6JghPiBU8afjJPyb4F-2BmqBYO20OU-2FnVKCkyFPszA7l0gRgqaaY13HSpWYIWh6-2FtVTdhMupoKi8wV8SSZ6CVd9fmptApQAmus1QSII-2BfvnZlwYnl0-2B42ENBpKSh2-2FlR6JixNwmA7r0PXzjeSCBDm72VqHBltqSmww-3D-3D

https://u20217403.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=Z5TRKRtj0IaGsaUkn4WfBYhUMDn7YPWk8J2snlL66R5RDG8JCjbyjLoZFWjvuqUW75Xvnb221kUETNqLL2HHaTx-2BDAQ5PiOG2AmTLCvPCSEmXbkoXNjSuAaylyCIW5dhYNFUIeNjoT4wEKBL8glBBIJW2D4LOXYFYGthGQTLsoBldE-2B6am6R-2FmJQy86YYBPn6otGh8p3iLpZT3oghopJweluf90-2BX-2F-2BbihxOZ00oW0YnSUNIfbjTw-2FdO1SMS4QAn7KwWX60p-2BQt0lkIxY9FWx6u5xH-2FuoUB-2BjcPka1zfX4G2DlxrjY3He-2FC7-2BeGo2b12Q5bQ1htd-2FzZOgOWAvnPwuEvZ79FOIrB-2FR-2FhY4hQAh-2BXoYmym7a53IVUNfPY84ZUfC1DojjpQoCS2OP3w3a7iztaax7TS8Eyz8SrCjjKD-2Fe6wwxDgWTtEzxo2vdD57-2FUiDJDM329Oat9mHZu8ztsB9lfU0B-2BIoOBnV-2BrigyogrH0NoPjRs7nnc2HfYkT5j5U7W7cvh7FPifO5TLrD5w9rtxRjBIJUkmcpocn1oDBr4wrCcnCu3Z67oQKQSYs-2BQguUsaUEnfczubT1-2Fkvc8eZjSQ-3D-3DTPvx_KY8G3G4xSwFMw4K3tCD-2BcV4Qe5vJok4znDwODutPy0GG7cgy0801Fry1Py0UqvMqctxmUIppQFCEtZWddZoDZTY5-2FeGi9ZkuWHDvwlMvBsxIGwLihenc4O6JghPiBU8av-2BK4gwLxX5rvCrIFXLvKbySUJiTkLt9tEaRXZepu-2Btna0Shf4Ds99C9UdSG9ULlZU-2BMvOwvlNO9NyvA0hfzmdFnkiQHNt70lP4JhDor-2FK7WpB-2B9xM53eVYEwVti-2FdeTPbU6DWRdDdrYojboHPZk5GA-3D-3D

https://u20217403.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=Z5TRKRtj0IaGsaUkn4WfBYhUMDn7YPWk8J2snlL66R5RDG8JCjbyjLoZFWjvuqUW75Xvnb221kUETNqLL2HHaTx-2BDAQ5PiOG2AmTLCvPCSEmXbkoXNjSuAaylyCIW5dhYNFUIeNjoT4wEKBL8glBBIJW2D4LOXYFYGthGQTLsoBldE-2B6am6R-2FmJQy86YYBPn6otGh8p3iLpZT3oghopJweluf90-2BX-2F-2BbihxOZ00oW0YnSUNIfbjTw-2FdO1SMS4QAn7KwWX60p-2BQt0lkIxY9FWx6u5xH-2FuoUB-2BjcPka1zfX4G2DlxrjY3He-2FC7-2BeGo2b12Q5bQ1htd-2FzZOgOWAvnPwuEvZ79FOIrB-2FR-2FhY4hQAh-2BXoYmym7a53IVUNfPY84ZUfC1DojjpQoCS2OP3w3a7iztaax7TS8Eyz8SrCjjKD-2Fe6wwxDgWTtEzxo2vdD57-2FUiDJDM329Oat9mHZu8ztsB9lfU0B-2BIoOBnV-2BrigyogrH0NoPjRs7nnc2HfYkT5j5U7W7cvh7FPifO5TLrD5w9rtxRjBIJUkmcpocn1oDBr4wrCcnCu3Z67oQKQSYs-2BQguUsaUEnfczubT1-2Fkvc8eZjSQ-3D-3DTPvx_KY8G3G4xSwFMw4K3tCD-2BcV4Qe5vJok4znDwODutPy0GG7cgy0801Fry1Py0UqvMqctxmUIppQFCEtZWddZoDZTY5-2FeGi9ZkuWHDvwlMvBsxIGwLihenc4O6JghPiBU8av-2BK4gwLxX5rvCrIFXLvKbySUJiTkLt9tEaRXZepu-2Btna0Shf4Ds99C9UdSG9ULlZU-2BMvOwvlNO9NyvA0hfzmdFnkiQHNt70lP4JhDor-2FK7WpB-2B9xM53eVYEwVti-2FdeTPbU6DWRdDdrYojboHPZk5GA-3D-3D

https://u20217403.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=Z5TRKRtj0IaGsaUkn4WfBYhUMDn7YPWk8J2snlL66R5RDG8JCjbyjLoZFWjvuqUW75Xvnb221kUETNqLL2HHaTx-2BDAQ5PiOG2AmTLCvPCSEmXbkoXNjSuAaylyCIW5dhYNFUIeNjoT4wEKBL8glBBHzQcJZaPh4cnTzJmF-2FaiKNACXEho-2BCKWHF1SWDBt6c6C-2F9jKV2s13bL25OighGDcEeBMjbU4K0CtUKXy6HSZMmKkIH1cWpoghscGf7c-2BeZXVydWghH4X09FFxNYHKs-2F5DxjvDzrcwYk7bSFg-2B2EWNm1RVwsTg0lMl4cACcvjvcZ5mjWysQAyOzege-2Fv08wH2g3nv-2BIeKitPlZ-2BsJitxzHjQiNleOC-2FCq4gv3Wo0THiyncRhmsxM3MTpGvxxaKpHQPGeI7wrKG2Y-2FFSrubvtwTKktJ77gw3AivE4czpCskqM2oIrKy9XiZMmkwNe-2B3nhQB7vx2ExGD765GulNqHYL3Ozymadl1uICCaGcz3ea8Uqcykk9r-2BtJi-2FGmjZBf70aOJLgKKOdcw16uxKI0V5k9d-2B-2BBoeNQ-2FhGpu4Bbx-2BIAKs2WEzRFcl3YIrOroo958-2F8YQ-3D-3DvFCs_KY8G3G4xSwFMw4K3tCD-2BcV4Qe5vJok4znDwODutPy0GG7cgy0801Fry1Py0UqvMqctxmUIppQFCEtZWddZoDZTY5-2FeGi9ZkuWHDvwlMvBsxIGwLihenc4O6JghPiBU8ajTk-2BYPUPyPB1S29dVYICRZV3PGV-2FjhPyljteHxyHXmpxXGGLIPJOmRRUYucCLB-2BCYM08x7aG9Nnsnu2F9ffcyR0xuWRxgvzQnumneGOR0Dqn82VbquTn8PQjuaboN1NXbV5Tj2q38oG7Hf8KMFR-2BWQ-3D-3D

https://u20217403.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=Z5TRKRtj0IaGsaUkn4WfBYhUMDn7YPWk8J2snlL66R5RDG8JCjbyjLoZFWjvuqUW75Xvnb221kUETNqLL2HHaTx-2BDAQ5PiOG2AmTLCvPCSEmXbkoXNjSuAaylyCIW5dhYNFUIeNjoT4wEKBL8glBBHzQcJZaPh4cnTzJmF-2FaiKNACXEho-2BCKWHF1SWDBt6c6C-2F9jKV2s13bL25OighGDcEeBMjbU4K0CtUKXy6HSZMmKkIH1cWpoghscGf7c-2BeZXVydWghH4X09FFxNYHKs-2F5DxjvDzrcwYk7bSFg-2B2EWNm1RVwsTg0lMl4cACcvjvcZ5mjWysQAyOzege-2Fv08wH2g3nv-2BIeKitPlZ-2BsJitxzHjQiNleOC-2FCq4gv3Wo0THiyncRhmsxM3MTpGvxxaKpHQPGeI7wrKG2Y-2FFSrubvtwTKktJ77gw3AivE4czpCskqM2oIrKy9XiZMmkwNe-2B3nhQB7vx2ExGD765GulNqHYL3Ozymadl1uICCaGcz3ea8Uqcykk9r-2BtJi-2FGmjZBf70aOJLgKKOdcw16uxKI0V5k9d-2B-2BBoeNQ-2FhGpu4Bbx-2BIAKs2WEzRFcl3YIrOroo958-2F8YQ-3D-3DvFCs_KY8G3G4xSwFMw4K3tCD-2BcV4Qe5vJok4znDwODutPy0GG7cgy0801Fry1Py0UqvMqctxmUIppQFCEtZWddZoDZTY5-2FeGi9ZkuWHDvwlMvBsxIGwLihenc4O6JghPiBU8ajTk-2BYPUPyPB1S29dVYICRZV3PGV-2FjhPyljteHxyHXmpxXGGLIPJOmRRUYucCLB-2BCYM08x7aG9Nnsnu2F9ffcyR0xuWRxgvzQnumneGOR0Dqn82VbquTn8PQjuaboN1NXbV5Tj2q38oG7Hf8KMFR-2BWQ-3D-3D

https://u20217403.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=Z5TRKRtj0IaGsaUkn4WfBVrtukH5S-2BPxz7ET8gjNa1xYb2Z21o5k9DNTnsXEbjSb1KQaOYgFIDgMVtV8MOTOSpcWQOACfQkG5DuwbMWo2IY-3DkVXJ_KY8G3G4xSwFMw4K3tCD-2BcV4Qe5vJok4znDwODutPy0GG7cgy0801Fry1Py0UqvMqctxmUIppQFCEtZWddZoDZTY5-2FeGi9ZkuWHDvwlMvBsxIGwLihenc4O6JghPiBU8arn2i3Z9C2lwofCM61I44zE4Cbk-2Fac8oU0n-2FujxMWGMR2x6Hv4ERByBtt7IiW99-2FTIvg4PNKUPwxmviheP8YcQ34DwGbPk9rATeHcSRtpUQpIWL-2BSe0rvpfR-2BS-2FcnGKe-2FxFmIei-2Bfv6bcSXa2j9ZQ8g-3D-3D

https://u20217403.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=Z5TRKRtj0IaGsaUkn4WfBVrtukH5S-2BPxz7ET8gjNa1xNUIxvEeZOIBUG3wEYHegcsfah3EqEeW7lpLZv5L34GQ-3D-3Dv_tu_KY8G3G4xSwFMw4K3tCD-2BcV4Qe5vJok4znDwODutPy0GG7cgy0801Fry1Py0UqvMqctxmUIppQFCEtZWddZoDZTY5-2FeGi9ZkuWHDvwlMvBsxIGwLihenc4O6JghPiBU8acbzSWbMcsGBPi03qGGmnRezSjIES6qkiWYbPMre-2B7HqkFiP4LH1QiSZ7cspiR1TPTR6S06FC7BlJQL-2BUC4yVmn-2FMgNpdxWWp9eqjLJeK-2B149x9yR-2BfTIGDXWMKSn7XfVF-2B9Ah2vpdSoHq8TGgLHb5A-3D-3D

https://u20217403.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=Z5TRKRtj0IaGsaUkn4WfBVrtukH5S-2BPxz7ET8gjNa1xNUIxvEeZOIBUG3wEYHegcsfah3EqEeW7lpLZv5L34GQ-3D-3Dv_tu_KY8G3G4xSwFMw4K3tCD-2BcV4Qe5vJok4znDwODutPy0GG7cgy0801Fry1Py0UqvMqctxmUIppQFCEtZWddZoDZTY5-2FeGi9ZkuWHDvwlMvBsxIGwLihenc4O6JghPiBU8acbzSWbMcsGBPi03qGGmnRezSjIES6qkiWYbPMre-2B7HqkFiP4LH1QiSZ7cspiR1TPTR6S06FC7BlJQL-2BUC4yVmn-2FMgNpdxWWp9eqjLJeK-2B149x9yR-2BfTIGDXWMKSn7XfVF-2B9Ah2vpdSoHq8TGgLHb5A-3D-3D



