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Good Friday Afternoon. At the conclusion of this message is the Federal Advocacy &
Public Policy Update for January 7, 2022. If you have any questions regarding the
information found in this report, please do not hesitate to contact me.

In addition to the federal advocacy report, | am reminding you that the Virginia
General Assembly will convene on Wednesday January 12. Please be sure to check
out the VSBA Leqislative Update Blog and monitor VSBA on Facebook and Twitter
daily for real time information from the general assembly, as well as responding to
any Legislative Action Alerts from the VSBA Government Relations team during the
session.

Thank you for all you do on behalf of public education in the Commonwealth! Have a
good weekend.

Best,

J.T.

Federal Advocacy & Public Policy Update

January 7, 2022
Congressional Update
Congress Returns with Funding Deadline Looming

Earlier this week, the Senate formally reconvened to begin the second session of the
117th Congress. The House is scheduled to follow suit next Monday, January 10. As
lawmakers return to Capitol Hill this week and next, they will be confronted with a
number of important agenda items. Chief among these is the fast-approaching date of
February 18, which is when funding for the current 2022 federal fiscal year (FY22) is
set to expire. Last year, Congress enacted a short-term extension of FY21 funding
levels to keep the federal government open and related federal programs funded.
This extension was intended to provide lawmakers additional time to find agreement
on a full-year FY22 funding bill, which would last through September 30 of this year.
Administration Update

FCC Launches New Connectivity Program and Grants New Waiver Flexibilities

On New Year's Eve, December 31, 2021, the Federal Communications Commission
(FCC) officially launched the Affordable Connectivity Program-an initiative authorized
by the recently passed bipartisan infrastructure legislation (known also as

the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act). The program allots $14.2 billion in
supplementary funding for eligible individuals to acquire subsidies for internet service
bills and one-time discounts for certain internet capable devices. More on the




https://u20217403.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=QPmPsknT-2BWDdSKcDpGqO1pMKvqVydHddej5dVB7nGVy8ZbKvXcTTKwwix-2B751XGmw8ArZcwLCOJQgYCLVh37LQ-3D-3D-fgS_KY8G3G4xSwFMw4K3tCD-2BcV4Qe5vJok4znDwODutPy0GG7cgy0801Fry1Py0UqvMqWVDZSkB71IXw3XNnPHz0sThF6iLkG2x82Sgs4DOOtOhfdhF-2BDTFb8MFumOBOgUn5TVnLmb2-2Fzi-2BsXJ2zSLyX73wjy24eFR7tXS3MerXKnziRrb7pzU7p6Y07pHO1cnRhR6Sb5BYcRE7YFG3uGW6bZBr1i0LaP-2FIP3ZaLgcpLHczSM8aJ4GyepARYoyy-2FSvr02-2FRfR1BLaSVMX7HCJD6jVA-3D-3D

https://u20217403.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=Z5TRKRtj0IaGsaUkn4WfBf-2FGb4K-2FgDlkc8-2Ft0Ory7krWaYIIPmrErYBRuTw1G1NV5HNB6S-2BLJionxXU-2BHwujEEVddwfEg8UTtW55filYZH0-3D9Jda_KY8G3G4xSwFMw4K3tCD-2BcV4Qe5vJok4znDwODutPy0GG7cgy0801Fry1Py0UqvMqWVDZSkB71IXw3XNnPHz0sThF6iLkG2x82Sgs4DOOtOhnyO97SFq2XacXRISLBOHXUpDNJtNW0GwYoflpUIZ5QPsS4GfivKlf73xT46OGubpSaY55Cdh4J3V46euaxOjPK-2F4x6kh0kPieJhYFaZOpA1LD1j7idujZwWKxSlpcUYhnaIfs2yXjjN9CDRjar-2FmZdfOOnSlW4Ry6OgS1co-2Bt1Q-3D-3D

https://u20217403.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=Z5TRKRtj0IaGsaUkn4WfBQF1tMNymxSLZAR23PBkIx5N40qloyfZqHSTGc7tZFiXrDF2_KY8G3G4xSwFMw4K3tCD-2BcV4Qe5vJok4znDwODutPy0GG7cgy0801Fry1Py0UqvMqWVDZSkB71IXw3XNnPHz0sThF6iLkG2x82Sgs4DOOtOhkpe592UAsVTPxS-2Fl-2Bo2TtvtBbePnAeUBtQzn7jOJerdFCCSz65KqW7q3Jx5W9s45rVjgzbwd0aRIrPEG45BdYZnbN4Mf7mwi4jF-2FCkeG8bq3Db8jh89xK1Y2KESj3MCi7X6DrVKf8mCsOs9b0TV5Hr0jYE8x55adNc9eZ5-2F5AiQ-3D-3D

https://u20217403.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=Z5TRKRtj0IaGsaUkn4WfBVrtukH5S-2BPxz7ET8gjNa1xYb2Z21o5k9DNTnsXEbjSb1KQaOYgFIDgMVtV8MOTOStXssQhrRsBRluJYTVSDGn4-3DlrSt_KY8G3G4xSwFMw4K3tCD-2BcV4Qe5vJok4znDwODutPy0GG7cgy0801Fry1Py0UqvMqWVDZSkB71IXw3XNnPHz0sThF6iLkG2x82Sgs4DOOtOj5ikwsQ3b-2B1LlzTfATNqgBtxhxzTp71XAv0afwyisvlLJ005C4D3vaF-2BpbpYgRyMVoZSxNJiBKBF9IWCdEbxAeiIKqU2QgdZvfMWkRK92s356hwbFe-2Fs0mVVpkqbq9-2BPC3Q1y3Lr7A63QWJ8a-2FKMr6Voki1cHHUzg1zrJ0sGMRLw-3D-3D



announcement can be found here.

In addition to these efforts, the FCC also issued an order on Monday, January 4,
responding to seven requests to waive the Emergency Connectivity Fund's (ECF)
$400 cap for the purchasing of connected devices. The $7.2 billion ECF program was
authorized as part of the American Rescue Plan and allows eligible schools and
libraries to apply for financial support to purchase connected devices like laptops and
tablets, Wi-Fi hotspots, modems, routers, and broadband connectivity to serve unmet
needs of students, school staff, and library patrons at home during the ongoing
pandemic. This week's order granted five out of the seven requested waivers capping
the allowable cost of these devices.

USED Unveils New Proposed MOEq Requirements

On Monday, January 3, the U.S. Department of Education (USED) published newly
proposed requirements for states and local school districts regarding the
implementation of "Maintenance of Equity" (MOEQ) provisions contained in

the American Rescue Plan (ARP). This announcement follows earlier guidance from
USED on this topic. Published in the Federal Register, the proposal details a series of
new reporting requirements that states, and school districts would need to complete
by December 31, 2022. The Department is seeking feedback from the public on this
proposal and comments are due to the Department by February 2, 2022. Additional
information on the announcement can be found here.

School Bus Driver Certification Waivers Announced

On Tuesday, January 4, the U.S. Departments of Education (USED) and
Transportation (USDOT) announced a series of actions to address the nation's
ongoing shortage of school bus drivers. Among these planned responses, USED and
USDOT jointly committed to waiving certain requirements from commercial driver's
licenses (CDLs) to reduce the entry requirements to train new bus drivers. The waiver
took effect Monday, January 3, and is set to expire March 31 of this year. Bus
operators receiving a CDL under this temporary waiver will only be permitted to work
within states. More information regarding this announcement can be found here.
USED Approves Last Round of State ARP Plans

The American Rescue Plan (ARP), passed exclusively by Congressional Democrats
in the spring of 2021, authorized $122 billion in additional pandemic aid funding to be
disbursed to K-12 schools over the last year. The U.S. Department of Education
(USED) distributed two-thirds of this funding to states via a formula detailed in the
legislation during 2021. However, USED held back the remaining third of these funds
until states and territories submitted plans detailing how they would make use of
these resources to support students as they recover from the impacts of the ongoing
COVID-19 pandemic. Over the last few weeks in December, the Department
approved the remaining state ARP plans that were awaiting review by USED,
including those for Florida, Mississippi, and Vermont. All state ARP plans, including
highlights and related press releases, can be found here.

New Legislation

R.6349 - 117th Congress (2021-2022) Teachers Are Leaders Act Sponsor: Rep.
Neguse, Joe [D-CO-2]



https://u20217403.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=Z5TRKRtj0IaGsaUkn4WfBRuQj330MWWSaAqs0DIlIXXntQ4GYM-2FYYRaGY8jY-2BHVrCPXO-2Bs53kLPsTamaU4zYcW0yuSoQvPvp0X5TrNea2aI-3DOfJg_KY8G3G4xSwFMw4K3tCD-2BcV4Qe5vJok4znDwODutPy0GG7cgy0801Fry1Py0UqvMqWVDZSkB71IXw3XNnPHz0sThF6iLkG2x82Sgs4DOOtOhAgb32Y3HgREb559AidY0-2Ft6cpL2poueF91NoheqY-2B0exYjClUDAncLgbEMNWOAodwvOwjstUNYLnvlTRt4VbdwqPtHqfI1-2FWIQ5Z7teTWfcbJ2vmfVsf1o-2FlR5y6zGgxb0JWevoXZyx29HqO3mWkljW6P5TPjd2PWKLQRIwyNFg-3D-3D
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https://u20217403.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=Z5TRKRtj0IaGsaUkn4WfBZEKfc2ZfwB69i743KIyoRhkYI-2BTbYS4AlOJLn6YMpB-2FzlYXnqXkN0J3vx-2FxFXSlw-2FKdyxqmCYHz06fJc7mlx-2BmNOf2rqYeuQVZfkMbJ3CGUFy791PTWyo7lWP3tlafIy4GqaYaXknwZM7ziROBeZ87v-2FHEqf-2FIpxcK0Bm6nuWN-2Bu94hZXJ-2BFBPGPO-2FqHm9DB-2BzwYNMgcwbRXWJpnf9U2V7RMmSacupkZ-2BgL8C-2BBtH5y7oKDv83lOMWESqoGBo45DOB9kBVb4saddpDkzrulM1aza-2BhZ90SL8IbY6WhsYBpks3zJC0OkTACQjCOfmlT0lQ-3D-3DWU4U_KY8G3G4xSwFMw4K3tCD-2BcV4Qe5vJok4znDwODutPy0GG7cgy0801Fry1Py0UqvMqWVDZSkB71IXw3XNnPHz0sThF6iLkG2x82Sgs4DOOtOjXr9gp1YFUG0Htwoh-2FkjhWcqy-2BnipGT-2Bj0doKhIz5tum9lNf66FXsmJ2IWkJJttfRv-2BaSnVSLPe7auIMt9hdMbV0BRFj-2BSA8qs117FPpckOPrH7H-2B-2FgqNzjTg4tI8jeUeeENRoXXEBSrgutuCvkQzEAVYIqVD645fZEeCdImOPbA-3D-3D
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R.6324 - 117th Congress (2021-2022) Saving America's Future by Educating Kids
Act of 2021 Sponsor: Rep. Vela, Filemon [D-TX-34]

R.6312 - 117th Congress (2021-2022) Preventing Mandates on Toddlers Act
Sponsor: Rep. McClain, Lisa C. [R-MI-10]
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