
Good Saturday Morning. At the conclusion of this message you will find the Federal Policy & Public Policy Update
for October 10, 2020. Please let me know if you have any questions about this report.

Thank you for all you do for public education in the Commonwealth. Have a very nice weekend!

Best,

J.T.

Federal Advocacy & Public Policy Update 
October 10, 2020

Congressional Update

Pandemic Relief Uncertain After President Trump Ends Talks 

Congressional lawmakers and the White House have been negotiating sporadically, for the past several months,
regarding a much-needed additional round of pandemic relief aid. More recently these talks had shown signs of
progress, with House Speaker Pelosi (D-CA) and U.S. Treasury Secretary Mnuchin meeting regularly last week
attempting to find agreement. House Democrats successfully passed a pared back version of their relief proposal
totaling $2.2 trillion last week and the White House reportedly floated a $1.62 counteroffer to try and reach a deal.
Both proposals included significant amounts of emergency relief aid for the K-12 education community to contend
with the ongoing pandemic, yet both sides still remained in disagreement on other key issues related to the scope
and content of the aid package. On Friday, the Administration offered a $1.8 trillion package that has already been
rejected by Speaker Pelosi. Later in the day, the President made a statement he was now supportive of more
funding than the $2.2 trillion proposal passed by House Democrats. Senate Majority Leader McConnell has
indicated he does not think it likely a deal passes before the election.

The drama over the negotiation began earlier in the week. On Tuesday afternoon, October 6, President Trump
unilaterally withdrew from the negotiations, arguing that he would seek to prioritize pandemic relief sometime after
the upcoming November elections. Although the President formally discontinued these negotiations, members of
his own administration have remained hopeful that Congress could pass standalone legislation to provide targeted
relief for sectors of the economy where bipartisan agreement has already been reached. On Wednesday, October
7, Assistant U.S. Education Secretary Jim Blew indicated that the administration was still open to and seeking
negotiations on smaller aid packages targeted at issues such as K-12 and higher education. Despite this openness,
House Democrats have largely rejected this approach and have remained committed to passing a comprehensive
pandemic relief package. Moreover, in ending the talks on an aid package, President Trump encouraged the
Senate to prioritize the confirmation of an additional U.S. Supreme Court Justice—further reducing the likelihood
that lawmakers will revisit this issue prior to the November elections.

Administration Update

Private School Proposal Struck Down in South Carolina

https://twitter.com/realdonaldtrump/status/1313551794623127552?s=21
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5f2BoRap8PU&feature=emb_title


On Monday, October 5, House Education and Labor Chairman Bobby Scott (D-VA), along with Select
Subcommittee on the Coronavirus Crisis Chairman Jim Clyburn (D-SC) wrote a letter to U.S. Secretary of Education
Betsy DeVos to express concerns regarding South Carolina’s use of some of its CARES Act funding. At issue is
South Carolina Governor Henry McMaster’s $32 million Safe Access to Flexible Education (SAFE) grant program
which is funded through the state’s Governor’s Emergency Education Relief Funding—a flexible component of the
CARES Act providing discretionary funding for Governors to address educational needs during the pandemic.
Specifically, the SAFE grant program would provide these funds to families to offset the costs of private or parochial
school tuition. On Wednesday, October 7, the South Carolina Supreme Court declared this program
unconstitutional and has prevented the Governor from moving forward with the program’s implementation NSBA
filed a brief in the case on Sept. 3 explaining that CARES Act funds were intended to support public schools and
students in poverty, and noting the harm caused by voucher programs. During oral argument Justice Kaye Hearn
identified NSBA as having drawn the Court’s attention to recent federal court rulings rejecting the U.S. Department
of Education’s misinterpretation of the CARES Act’s intent in its filing on the case.   NSBA’s statement on the
decision reflected this significant victory.

Recent Legislation

H.R.8535 — 116th Congress (2019-2020) To amend the Carl D. Perkins Career and Technical Education Act of
2006 to direct the Secretary of Education to award grants for new agricultural education programs in secondary
schools. Sponsor: Rep. Finkenauer, Abby [D-IA-1]

H.R.8534 — 116th Congress (2019-2020) To amend the Richard B. Russell National School Lunch Act to allow
direct certification of children in households of active duty members of the Armed Forces for certain Federal school
meal programs, and for other purposes. Sponsor: Rep. Davis, Susan A. [D-CA-53]

H.R.8519 — 116th Congress (2019-2020) To authorize the Secretary of Education to award grants to eligible
entities to carry out educational programs that include the history of peoples of Asian and Pacific Islander descent
in the settling and founding of America, the social, economic, and political environments that led to the development
of discriminatory laws targeting Asians and Pacific Islanders and their relation to current events, and the impact and
contributions of Asian Americans to the development and enhancement of American life, United States history,
literature, the economy, politics, body of laws, and culture, and for other purposes. Sponsor: Rep. Meng, Grace [D-
NY-6]

H.R.8486 — 116th Congress (2019-2020) To establish a competitive grant program to increase financial literacy
instruction in elementary schools and secondary schools. Sponsor: Rep. Gallagher, Mike [R-WI-8]

S.4782 — 116th Congress (2019-2020) A bill to authorize the Secretary of Education to award grants to improve
indoor air quality in elementary schools and secondary schools in response to the COVID-19 public health
emergency using proven technologies. Sponsor: Sen. Heinrich, Martin [D-NM]
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https://edlabor.house.gov/imo/media/doc/2020.10.05%20RCS%20%20JEC%20Ltr%20to%20ED%20Re%20SC%20Voucher%20Concerns%5b1%5d%5b4%5d.pdf
https://www.sccourts.org/opinions/HTMLFiles/SC/28000.pdf
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Felink.clickdimensions.com%2Fc%2F6%2F%3FT%3DODYwNzUxMDM%253AMDItYjIwMjgzLWQ0YjQyYzViYjRkMTQ5Njg5MjI5ZmNlMWJhMWU3ODk5%253AY3NsYXZlbkBuc2JhLm9yZw%253AY29udGFjdC1kYWYxZTZhZDBkMTg0NjE5YTI0ZDA1Yjc4ZGVmOTMxYy1mZjI0ODI5NGVhNmY0NjA1OTgwYzc1MjRhYjc0OWJiYg%253AZmFsc2U%253AMw%253A%253AaHR0cHM6Ly9uc2JhLm9yZy9OZXdzLzIwMjAvZGVmZW5kLXB1YmxpYy1zY2hvb2wtZnVuZGluZz9fY2xkZWU9WTNOc1lYWmxia0J1YzJKaExtOXladyUzZCUzZCZyZWNpcGllbnRpZD1jb250YWN0LWRhZjFlNmFkMGQxODQ2MTlhMjRkMDViNzhkZWY5MzFjLWZmMjQ4Mjk0ZWE2ZjQ2MDU5ODBjNzUyNGFiNzQ5YmJiJmVzaWQ9OTZkOTI2NWItNGYwYS1lYjExLTljNDktMDAxNTVkMDA3OThj%26K%3DIaP5Cywi5IqVlkRYxsn-wg&data=02%7C01%7Ccslaven%40nsba.org%7C00bbe5b135574bc0bf6e08d86c91d58d%7C00932d080ddd44afb700c3c0549e4e68%7C0%7C0%7C637378720902992196&sdata=%2FvLfTVn6efXeShJ6bchdF5wU4COj4gVDHOISXUa3l5A%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Felink.clickdimensions.com%2Fc%2F6%2F%3FT%3DODYwNzUxMDM%253AMDItYjIwMjgzLWQ0YjQyYzViYjRkMTQ5Njg5MjI5ZmNlMWJhMWU3ODk5%253AY3NsYXZlbkBuc2JhLm9yZw%253AY29udGFjdC1kYWYxZTZhZDBkMTg0NjE5YTI0ZDA1Yjc4ZGVmOTMxYy1mZjI0ODI5NGVhNmY0NjA1OTgwYzc1MjRhYjc0OWJiYg%253AZmFsc2U%253AMw%253A%253AaHR0cHM6Ly9uc2JhLm9yZy9OZXdzLzIwMjAvZGVmZW5kLXB1YmxpYy1zY2hvb2wtZnVuZGluZz9fY2xkZWU9WTNOc1lYWmxia0J1YzJKaExtOXladyUzZCUzZCZyZWNpcGllbnRpZD1jb250YWN0LWRhZjFlNmFkMGQxODQ2MTlhMjRkMDViNzhkZWY5MzFjLWZmMjQ4Mjk0ZWE2ZjQ2MDU5ODBjNzUyNGFiNzQ5YmJiJmVzaWQ9OTZkOTI2NWItNGYwYS1lYjExLTljNDktMDAxNTVkMDA3OThj%26K%3DIaP5Cywi5IqVlkRYxsn-wg&data=02%7C01%7Ccslaven%40nsba.org%7C00bbe5b135574bc0bf6e08d86c91d58d%7C00932d080ddd44afb700c3c0549e4e68%7C0%7C0%7C637378720902992196&sdata=%2FvLfTVn6efXeShJ6bchdF5wU4COj4gVDHOISXUa3l5A%3D&reserved=0
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/8535?s=2&r=1
https://www.congress.gov/member/abby-finkenauer/F000467
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/8534?s=2&r=2
https://www.congress.gov/member/susan-davis/D000598
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/8519?s=2&r=4
https://www.congress.gov/member/grace-meng/M001188
https://www.congress.gov/member/grace-meng/M001188
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/8486?s=2&r=10
https://www.congress.gov/member/mike-gallagher/G000579
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/4782?s=4&r=2
https://www.congress.gov/member/martin-heinrich/H001046
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