
 


























































Senate Fails to Advance FY20 Education Spending Bill

Congress and the Administration have until November 21 to either complete the fiscal year 2020 budget for the U.S. 
Department of Education and other federal agencies or pass another stopgap spending bill to continue government 
operations at fiscal year 2019 until a spending deal can be reached. Earlier this week, Senate leaders failed to secure 
the 60 votes required to initiate a floor debate on a fiscal year 2020 spending package that included the U.S. 
Department of Education’s budget. Policy disagreements unrelated to the Department of Education’s budget have 
continued to frustrate the Senate’s ability to push the appropriations process ahead. Although the House will be 
adjourned next week, senators will continue to seek a way forward that would enable the body to finalize negotiations 
with the House and then send the Department of Education’s budget to the White House for final approval. NSBA is 
continuing to champion investments in the major education formula programs, including ESSA Title I, IDEA Part B, 
ESSA Title IV, and other key federal funding sources that school districts need to support their students. 

NSBA Files Comments Responding to FTC Privacy Rule Making

Earlier this year, the Federal Trade Commission invited public comment on the agency’s regulations associated with 
the Children’s Online Privacy Protection Act (COPPA). COPPA regulates private companies’ collection and use of 
data about children less than age 13, including data collection by education technology companies that work with 
schools. In its comments, NSBA advocated for “a federal framework that not only vigorously protects student data 
privacy, but also provides flexibility to local school districts to fashion policy consistent with local priorities and existing 
data systems. By working with all stakeholders, the FTC can address areas of overlap between the Family Educational 
Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) and the Children’s Online Privacy Protection Act (COPPA), outline clear

and objective criteria for schools, create language extending a safe harbor when such criteria are

followed, and institute a workable rule regarding parent consent for the use of EdTech in schools.”

By simplifying the framework of FERPA and COPPA, NSBA believes the Department of Education and the FTC have 
an opportunity to make the use of EdTech tools for student learning more efficient and effective.

Administration Update

U.S. Department Invites New Application for Innovation Pilot

The Department of Education released a Federal Register notice inviting new applications for the Innovative 
Assessment Demonstration Authority, as authorized under ESSA. This program provides SEAs with the authority to 
operate innovative assessment systems in their public schools within the law’s accountability requirements. During the 
initial demonstration period, the first three years, no more than seven SEAs may participate. The first two 
competitions, held in 2018 and 2019, resulted in the award of the authority to four states to participate. Now, three 
additional states may be approved for this authority during this competition. Deadline for notice of intent to apply is 
November 27, 2019, and applications will be due on January 27, 2020. Further information is available here.
Notable New Legislation
S.2736 A bill to increase rates of college completion and reduce college costs by accelerating time to degree, 
aligning secondary and postsecondary education, and improving postsecondary credit transfer. Sponsor: Sen. 
Hassan, Margaret Wood [D-NH]
S.2719 A bill to amend the Higher Education Act of 1965 to increase the knowledge and skills of principals and school 
leaders regarding early childhood education. Sponsor: Sen. Casey, Robert P., Jr. [D-PA]

H.R.4876 To amend the Higher Education Act of 1965 to establish a work-based learning opportunities pilot grant 
program. Sponsor:Rep. Kilmer, Derek [D-WA-6]

H.R.4606  Alyssa's Legacy Youth in Schools Safety Alert Act Sponsor: Rep. Gottheimer, Josh [D-NJ-5]
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