
Good Friday Afternoon! Below you will find the Federal Advocacy & Public Policy Update with the latest on education 
news from Washington, D.C. Please take time to review this information and contact me if I can be of assistance. 

As always, thank you for all you do on behalf of public education in Virginia. Have a safe and relaxing weekend!

Best,

J.T.

Federal Advocacy & Public Policy Update
December 13, 2019

Congressional Update

House and Senate Leaders Announce Funding Deal “In Principle”

With only a handful of days remaining before temporary funding for the U.S. Department of Education and other 
federal agencies expires, House and Senate appropriations committee leaders have announced an agreement “in 
principle” on a funding deal for all twelve appropriations bills, and an intent to pass them prior to the expiration of the 
current continuing resolution next Friday. Following a lengthy meeting with Treasury Secretary Steve Mnuchin, the 
leaders announced that they had reached agreement on outstanding issues, and a vote may come in the House as 
early as Tuesday. No additional details about the funding deal, including levels of funding for the Department of 
Education or key education funding programs, are yet available, and may not be posted for another few days. It is also 
unclear how the most difficult issue impeding negotiations – funding for President Trump’s border barrier – was 
resolved, and as with previous funding fights, it’s not truly over until the President has signed the bill. NSBA is closely 
monitoring the situation and will report any substantial developments as they are learned.

Senate HELP Committee Holds Vote on Child Abuse, Childcare Background Check Bills

On Thursday, December 12, the Senate HELP Committee approved, by voice vote, several bills, including legislation 
(S.2971) designed to update the Child Abuse Prevention and Treatment Act (CAPTA). Among other provisions, 
CAPTA authorizes federal funding and technical assistance to States focused on child abuse prevention, assessment, 
investigation, prosecution, and treatment activities and provides grants to public agencies and nonprofit organizations, 
including Indian Tribes and Tribal organizations, for demonstration programs and projects. The committee also 
approved legislation (S.2683) that proposes to establish an Interagency Task Force for Child Safety “to identify, 
evaluate, and recommend best practices and technical assistance to assist Federal and State agencies” in 
implementing the background check requirements of the Child Care and Development Block Grant Act. The Senate’s 
passage sets up the possibility of negotiations with the House, and possible final passage for the president’s 
signature, in 2020.

Congress Passes Simplification of Financial Aid Application Process

The House (319-96) and Senate (voice vote) passed H.R.2486 that – in addition to providing funding to historically 
black colleges and other minority-serving institutions – will make filling out the Free Application for Federal Student Aid 
(FAFSA) easier for applicants by reducing and simplifying the numbers of questions. The FAFSA simplification 
process, a longtime priority for retiring Senate Health, Education, Labor & Pensions Chairman Lamar Alexander (R-
TN), will also allow sharing of IRS taxpayer information with the Department of Education for purposes of the 
application. The President is expected to sign the bill.
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https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2019/12/11/2019-25808/federal-perkins-loan-program-federal-work-study-programs-federal-supplemental-educational
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/5397?s=3&r=1
https://www.congress.gov/member/mike-bost/B001295
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/5363?s=3&r=2
https://www.congress.gov/member/alma-adams/A000370
https://www.congress.gov/member/alma-adams/A000370
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/5388?s=3&r=6
https://www.congress.gov/member/elissa-slotkin/S001208
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/5294?s=3&r=8
https://www.congress.gov/member/alma-adams/A000370
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/5287?s=3&r=9
https://www.congress.gov/member/al-lawson/L000586
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/5368?s=3&r=11
https://www.congress.gov/member/suzan-delbene/D000617
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/2486?s=3&r=12
https://www.congress.gov/member/alma-adams/A000370
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/5350?s=3&r=14
https://www.congress.gov/member/jesus-garcia/G000586
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/3028?s=5&r=1
https://www.congress.gov/member/john-reed/R000122
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/4372?s=5&r=5
https://www.congress.gov/member/eddie-johnson/J000126
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/3011?s=5&r=6
https://www.congress.gov/member/patty-murray/M001111
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/2996?s=5&r=9
https://www.congress.gov/member/mike-lee/L000577
https://www.nsba.org/Events/Advocacy-Institute
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